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[bookmark: _Toc161650736][image: Hi Bee]YOUR RULEBOOK
How to use it and why it’s important!
Key contacts and first aid information. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650737]About this Rulebook 
An important document! 
This Rulebook is part of the terms and conditions of your tenancy agreement for your plot. 
Treat it as your ‘go to’ guide for how Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments is run. It tells you what you need to know about using our site and keeping your allotment plot. It will help you to get the most from being part of our allotment community. 
· Please make time to read it. Keep it safe and to hand. Use it as a reference book. If there is content that is confusing, please tell the PJGA Association Chairman or the Parish Clerk. 
· Please make sure you are using the latest version of the Rulebook. You are obliged to comply with the current terms and conditions. 
The ‘rules’ for our site
[image: Hands Up Handy]The ‘rules’ keep the site running smoothly. By complying with them, we can all contribute to keeping the entire site safe and enjoyable. 
If you are joint tenants, you are singly and jointly responsible for your plot and for compliance with the terms and conditions. 
Every tenant is responsible for ensuring visitors know the rules and comply with them. 
· Visitors include family members, friends, and any contractor brought onto your plot (for example, to erect a shed or rotavate a growing bed). 
· Visitors under the age of 18 years old are classed as ‘children’. Plot holders and visitors share the responsibility of supervising and safeguarding children.
To be read as whole
Please use the Rulebook as a whole. Related topics are grouped to make it easier to use, but this is not meant to stop the same content from applying to other parts of the Rulebook. The headings and sub-headings likewise are not meant to control application of the content. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650738]Applicability 
These terms and conditions apply from when the agreement for a raised bed or garden plot is signed. 
Procedures which form part of these Terms and Conditions are issued by the Parish Council or the Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments Association on its behalf, and every tenant is obliged to comply with these Procedures and revisions made to them. 
Every tenant is required to comply with all terms and conditions. The tenant shall observe additional rules and procedures the Parish Council may make or revise for the regulation and management of the Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments.
It is the responsibility of each tenant to ensure that their visitors comply with all terms and conditions. Tenants and visitors share this responsibility in respect of children on the site. Liability arising from a breach is severally and jointly held.
[bookmark: _Toc161650739]Revision to terms and conditions
The Parish Council reviews the terms and conditions periodically. This will usually be done to enable changes to take effect at the start of a tenancy year. 
There will be open consultation with your Association, of which you are all members, and changes to any term or introduction of a new one will be made on a consensus basis. 
You will be notified in writing of changes and this notification will be made by email or by hand to your Plot. In pre-arranged cases, it will be sent by post to your home address. Alerts may be made, such as a message on your PJGA Association WhatsApp group announcing delivery is being made. 
No liability is accepted by the Parish Council for failed notification caused by actions of the tenant, for example incorrect contact information, or long absence from the Plot.
The notification will state the date that the new version is to take effect. You will have a stated period to agree to accept the new terms. The consensual nature of the decision for changed terms means that if you do not want to accept the new terms you will not be able to continue to hold your Plot.
[bookmark: _Toc161650740]Acceptance
The Rulebook and Terms and Conditions, The Procedures, and revisions made to any by Perton Parish Council or by Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments Association acting on the authority of the Parish Council, are deemed accepted by the tenant by the signing of the tenancy agreement and the signing of its mandatory consent to Rulebook and Terms and Conditions and Procedures. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650741]Notices 
To tenant
Notifications will be sent by Perton Parish Council and by Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments Association acting on its behalf. 
Notifications are made in writing are take effect when served in accordance with the Rulebook and Terms and Conditions. 
Any written notice required by the tenancy shall be sufficiently served if sent to the tenant’s last known contact for notices given on the Tenants Contacts Information Form held by Perton Parish Council. 
To Perton Parish Council
Any notice to be served by the tenant shall be addressed to the Parish Clerk and is served when it is received at the Office of the Clerk to the Council at the Civic Centre, Perton.
Special Conditions
The Tenant must observe and perform any special condition Perton Parish Council considers necessary to preserve the site or a plot from deterioration of which notice is given to the Tenant in accordance with the tenancy agreement.
[bookmark: _Toc161650742]Key contacts
The Clerk to the Council
Mrs Becky Hodgetts
Perton Parish Council 
Perton Civic Centre, Church Road, Coleridge Drive, Perton, South Staffordshire WV6 7PD
Telephone (01902) 745971
E-mail: allotments@pertonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website: www.pertonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Out of hours emergency contact 
Telephone (01902) 745971

[bookmark: _Toc161650743]First aid and medical equipment 
Always dial 999 if injuries are serious or life threatening. 
[image: First aid kit outline]First aid: 
First aid supplies are inside the onsite toilet. If supplies are used, please inform the Committee or the Parish Clerk so the box can be restocked, and the incident can be recorded in the Incident Book. 

The nearest defibrillator is located at: 
The Parkway, near to Leasowe Drive. Available 24 hours. In the telephone kiosk.
Perton Civic Centre. Available 24 hours. On the wall by the front entrance.
[bookmark: _Toc161650744]Key shortforms and abbreviations 
The following shortforms and abbreviations are used in this Rulebook – 
	Shortform
	Abbreviation
	Longform 

	Site
	PJGA
	Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments

	Council 
	PPC
	Perton Parish Council

	Parish Clerk 
	
	The Clerk to the Council of Perton Parish 

	Plot 
	
	Generic descriptor for every type of tenanted holding, e.g. quarter-size, half-size, or full-size garden allotment plot, raised bed, community allotment plot. 

	Tenant 
	
	Holder of a ‘plot’ under a Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments Tenancy Agreement 

	Visitor 
	
	Any person who is not a tenant. A child is also a visitor.

	Child 
	
	Any visitor who is under 18 years of age. 

	National Allotment Society 
	NAS
	The working name for The National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardens (NSALG)



[bookmark: _Toc161650745][image: Like Bee]YOUR PLOT 
Cultivation and upkeep requirements. 
Adding a fence, storage, and growing structures. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650746]Your Plot
Your Plot Number
Your Plot Number is a key reference for your tenancy. 
· Please put it on all documents and communications connected to your tenancy.
	The number of your plot is –
	


[image: ]You are given an Allotment Number Sign when you enter the tenancy for a plot. 
· Please put it in a prominent place at the entrance to your plot.
· Make sure the number is always clearly visible!
Yours to use and enjoy
Your allotment plot is waiting for you! It is for you to lay it out and cultivate it.
· The Parish Council does not provide ready cultivated planting beds and does not supply a shed or other structures. 
· If you are taking over from a previous tenant, you ‘inherit’ anything already on the plot. This is means that you will acquire anything beneficial such as plants, pots, tools, and structures but it also means you are responsible for removing any waste material and for clearing back any overgrown areas.
We want you to enjoy your time cultivating your plot and reaping the rewards it brings. This section contains important information to help you to do that. 
It explains how you are expected to spend your time on your plot. Please get to know the requirements you are expected to comply with for keeping your plot in a cultivated state and tidy and clean. 


[bookmark: _Toc161650747]Cultivation
[image: Cartoon bee with pointer]What you can and cannot grow 
How a garden allotment can be used is governed by law. 
The plot is to be used primarily for growing edible produce. 
You must keep at least 2/3rds of the entire plot cultivated for growing, by maintenance of fertile soil condition.
If your plot is beside the boundary fence, you may grow plants up it, and where possible please try to plant pollinators.
You are respectfully reminded that the law requires garden allotments to be used primarily for the growing of edible produce, please bear this in mind in the allocation of space on your plot to decorative plant growing. No selling of produce for money is permitted on or from your plot or the site. 
Edible produce
You may grow any kind of vegetables. 
[image: Olive branch outline]You may also grow herbs and edible flowering plants. 
Fruit trees and fruit bushes may be planted only if they are of dwarf stock, e.g. dwarf pillar / patio fruit trees, and must be planted where they will not create an obstacle or nuisance or spoil the enjoyment of other plot holders. 
Ornamental plants 
[image: Roses with leaves]Up to 20% of your plot can be used for growing ornamental plants, like non-edible decorative flowers and dwarf shrubs. Ornamental and decorative plants may not be sold. 
Wildflowers and biodiversity 
The Parish Council prefers that some of any decorative planting is for attracting bees and other valuable insect life. Wildflowers and flowering shrubs which help pollinators survive are acceptable, but you must prevent their unwanted spread. You may have biodiversity habitats such as a bug hotel, or hedgehog winter leaf pile. 
Trees, bushes, and shrubs
[image: Deciduous tree outline]On our site, you are not permitted to grow trees or large shrubs and bushes. Please also note that you are not permitted to cut, lop, or fell any tree growing on the Allotments site without first obtaining the Parish Council’s consent.
Hedges 
You are not permitted to plant a hedge. Planted hedges are not permitted as the boundary for your plot and are not permitted within your plot to divide up areas. 
Surplus produce
Prohibition on business sale
Plots are solely for personal use. It is not permitted to carry out any business from any part of the site. [image: No Teodor the Cat]Trading or conducting a business is strictly prohibited anywhere on the site. 
You plot is for personal use only. You may not grow produce for selling commercially. This includes honey produced from a hive located on the site.
For charity sale please see below.
Please note that you are also not permitted to erect any notice, sign, or advertisement on your plot or on the allotment site other than for swapping produce, see below, and those permitted to be put on the Community Noticeboard. 
Swapping produce
Surplus produce from your plot can be swapped with other plot holders so that you all share in each other’s growing success. 
You may put up a temporary sign for this on your plot showing what you have available to swap, and what you would like to swap it for. You are not permitted to put up any other types of notices, signs, or advertisements. 
Limited permission for charity sale
[image: Kiosk outline]A small amount of surplus produce can be sold at substantially lower than retail price to enable family, friends, or acquaintances to enjoy food they would not otherwise obtain. 
Alternatively, you may sell the surplus in this same way to raise money for a named charity. 
The plot holders may choose to hold a charity sale of produce at the site, with the Parish Council’s permission, to showcase allotment holders growing success and encourage others to join the Allotmenteers Community. 
Upkeep of your plot
[image: Flowers with gardening tools]The tenant is responsible for – 
· keeping the plot in a good state of fertility and cultivation; and 
· keeping the plot clean and tidy.
At least 2/3rds of the plot must be always cultivated and kept tidy. 
The tenant is responsible for payment of all things related to the cultivation, maintenance, and upkeep of the plot. 
[image: Cartoon bee with pointer]These are strict terms of your tenancy, and their enforcement is governed by allotment legislation. Please make sure that you understand what is expected from you and always comply with it. Failure to do so may result in you losing your plot! 
[bookmark: _Ref161132008]If you are unable to work the plot because of illness or another reason for a long absence, please advise the Clerk to the Council of this as quickly as possible. A neglected plot will be investigated. Not knowing the circumstances of its appearance may lead to the issuing of non-cultivation letters and, if that is not complied with, to the serving on you of notice to quit. 
If you lose your allotment plot because it has not been well maintained, you may be charged for any work that has to be done to clear it. The Parish Council is also entitled to claim from you compensation for deterioration of the land. 
[image: Cartoon bee with pointer]Fertility and cultivation 
It is a strict term of your tenancy that your plot must be kept in a good state of cultivation and fertility. You must aim for 2/3rds to be cultivated at any time. 
Plots should be managed in an environmentally friendly way, giving due regard to biodiversity. Rainwater and home-produced compost/fertiliser should be used wherever possible. 
Cultivation 
You are expected to actively manage your plot on a regular basis to ensure proper upkeep and maximum environmental benefit. 
The required cultivation standard is according to season. Keeping the plot to an acceptable standard of full cultivation is found as: 
· The plot is being prepared for the planting season.
· The plot is in readiness for growing.
· The plot is well stocked with growing produce relevant to the time of the year.
In the main growing season, covered areas, including wood chipped areas, are not considered to be cultivated. 
Soil condition 
Soil must be well fertilised and kept in a reasonable state of cultivation, fertility, and condition. Your plot must be fully cultivated and ready for planting in season. 
You must not let the soil condition of the growing parts of your plot deteriorate so that they become unsuitable for cultivation. 
Regular cultivation of the soil is required. You may use a purpose designed cultivator. Please always follow manufacturer’s instructions. Note our health and safety advice and see our Risk Assessment Chart.
Weeds and invasive plants
You are required to take all reasonable steps to eradicate all weeds and invasive plants, and to ensure that there is no spread to other plots. 
Invasive plants must be reported to the Parish Council. Their removal must be in accordance with the South Staffordshire District Council rules for that plant. 
[image: Plant With Roots outline]You are required to keep your plot free from weeds by removal of weed seed-heads before the seed has set or going to seed. 
Weeds include, but are not limited to, thistles, ground elder, ragwort and brambles. 
You must control pernicious weeds, for example, allow no brambles, couch grass or bindweed to invade the plot.
The use of old floor covering, such as carpet, linoleum, or similar product, as a weed suppressant is prohibited. As a temporary measure weed membrane or cardboard may be used.
Grass 
Grassed areas are restricted to pathways. You must not plant a lawned area. Lawns are not a feature for a garden allotment. A small patch of grass for a sitting area is permitted. 
Keep your grassed area trimmed and neat. Ensure that the edges are trimmed. Remove long grass or detritus that is likely to harbour slugs and snails. 
[bookmark: _Hlk161044975]You are responsible for keeping the path to the right-hand side of your plot. Where the pathway is grassed, it must be mowed and trimmed by you to a standard that keeps it fit. 
Compost and manure
Compost bays 
Compost is created by you working collectively leaving vegetation generated from your plots in the communal compost bays. As this is a shared amenity, the instructions for use of the bays are given in that section of this Rulebook at page 37. 
You are all entitled to take from the compost in the bays. The fair and proper use of these bays, by plot holders, will be monitored. You are responsible for ensuring that those who help you with keeping your plot are equally aware of all the rules for use of the bays. 
Using compost or potting soil 
[image: Sick Bee]Tenants are required to help stop the growth of Legionella bacterium. This is discussed under health and safety at page 38. As advised in that section, precautions must be taken when using water to help stop the spread of Legionella bacterium. You are responsible for ensuring that those who help you with keeping your plot are equally aware of all the rules for use of compost and potting soil. 
The following are some simple precautions to take when using potting compost or soil, or using a compost heap: 
· Avoid storing potting media and compost in greenhouses.
· Do not open bags of compost or potting media with your head directly over the bag.
· Avoid potting plants up in a confined space and ensure adequate ventilation in a shed or greenhouse.
· Moisten dry potting media before use.
· Dampen down dry compost heaps before turning over or using.
· Consider wearing a dust mask when turning compost heaps and handling potting media, compost, or other dusty materials.
[bookmark: _Ref161388098]Composted toilet waste
Composted toilet waste MUST NOT be used on your plot. It is not suitable for edible plant cultivation because of intestinal parasites which survive in the waste after its composting period.  
Manure 
Fresh manure falls into a health risk category. It must be used sensibly and safely. 
Liquid manure must be used correctly and sparingly. If used incorrectly, it will damage soil condition, kill valuable insects, and harm wildlife.  
The tenant must ensure that any manure used or stored on the plot does not cause a problem to other plot holders and their visitors. 
· Provided that it is accordance with this stipulation, manure may be stored on your plot for the brief time reasonably needed to lay it on your plot beds and only in such quantities as are reasonably required for cultivation of your plot. 
· Storage of manure must be in a manner that does not look unsightly and does not cause obnoxious smell. 
Fertilisers, weedkillers, and chemical sprays
Please apply these rules to spraying, seed dressing, soil improvement, and any other purpose whatsoever.
· Do not leave dangerous products lying about unattended. 
· Comply with manufacturer’s instructions for use. Wear the required protective clothing. Please refer to our Risk Assessment Chart. 
[image: Ripple outline]Avoid any splashing of the product where it is not intended for. 
You must take proper precautions when using any products to avoid or minimise any adverse effects on the environment or on neighbouring allotment plots. If adjoining plots or properties or personal possessions of others are adversely damaged, it is your responsibility to make good or replant as necessary.
Only commercially available products are to be used. Do not use agricultural or professional horticultural products for the control of vegetation, diseases, or pests. 
· Try to use organic products or natural ingredients known to be non-toxic. 
· Where chemical products are used, always use non-residual chemicals, and select those that will cause the least harm to the public, to birds, and to wildlife.
Watering your plot
[image: Watering pot outline]Water is available from shared troughs supplied by mains water. As this is a shared amenity, the content for its use is given with that section at page 27. 
Tenants are required to help stop the growth of Legionella bacterium. This is discussed under health and safety at page 38. As advised in that section, precautions must be taken when using water to help stop the spread of Legionella bacterium. You are responsible for ensuring that those who help you with keeping your plot are equally aware of all the rules for use of water. 
The following are some simple precautions to take when watering your plot: 
· Do not leave a watering can with water in it standing in the sun. Water needs to be below 20°C. 
· Avoid storing water in a green house or polytunnel.
· If the temperature of water stored in water butts is above 20°C, do not use it for mist irrigation.
· If you have mist irrigation within a greenhouse or polytunnel, only operate the system when no one will be present.
· Empty any water out of the watering can after use.
· Avoid splashing water around when watering pots and containers.
· Keep the water troughs clean by scrubbing them out at least once a year to completely remove all slime growth.
· Keep your own water butt clean by scrubbing it at least once a year to completely remove all slime growth from the inside.
A tidy and clean plot 
Keeping you plot tidy and clean is a strict term of the tenancy. 
There are no definitive lists for what you must do or not do. However, some things are obvious. 
· Take your rubbish away with you every time you leave your plot. 
· Noxious or hazardous materials must be removed. 
· Do not leave mugs, drinking glasses or other crockery lying around. 
· Do not leave tools lying around. Put them away in storage on your plot or take them home with you. 
· Do not allow items to pile up in an unsightly way. Avoid stockpiling little used items. Take them home with you. 
· Keep your chairs and table looking clean and tidy. 
· Do not put broken or shabby furniture on your plot.
· Do not put used tyres, old doors, or damaged structures on your plot. 
· Do not allow weeds to take hold in pathways or around your structures.
· Do not use old carpet as a weed suppressant. 
· Keep your growing beds looking neat as well as weeded. 
· Keep growing structures in good condition and neat. Keep netting well tied. 
· Replace cloches, etc., when they deteriorate and look shabby. 
The Parish Council may serve an enforcement notice to make you clean up your plot. Please see further at page 45. Please also note that failure to comply entitles the Parish Council to evict you from the plot and to claim from you the cost for cleaning up and making good any deterioration: see further at page 46.


[bookmark: _Toc161650748]Weather conditions
Liability 
[image: Umbrella Closed outline]The Parish Council is not liable for damage of any type caused by weather that is unexpected either in terms of its type or of its severity. 
There is a difference between unexpected and unpredictable but seasonal. Tenants are expected to make reasonable arrangements for the variances of British weather. The seasonal norms are subject to some unpredictability as to what type of conditions may turn up at what time. 
The Parish Council is not liable for seasonable weather or for weather which occurs unpredictably that it is reasonable to expect tenants to be able to deal with. 
The UK has experienced exceptional weather in recent years which has included drought and high rainfall. It may not be practical to resolve the dryness or drainage issues caused by these events. 
Alternative raised bed growing
If part of your plot is persistently damp or drought ridden, you may put in a raised bed(s) to keep vegetables roots above the problem soil level. The Parish Council will not supply the raised bed but help and advice can be given on its purchase and installation, including possible discounted price. 
Rainwater and drainage
Your layout of the plot and your cultivation of growing beds must meet the needs of the natural drainage requirement of your land. 
You must not complete any work that may adversely affect the drainage of water from your plot. On the site, do not fill ditches or remove land drains or cause their breakage.
Rainwater 
[image: Rain outline]You must enable rainwater to drain away. You are required to manage this to the extent required for expected rainfall in the season. 
In the event of heavy rainfall, every tenant is individually responsible for water being received on their plot because of the natural drainage flow. 
Where a plot suffers from water retention due to poor water drainage in severe rainfall:
· the water should be drained downhill to the next nearest area of land, even if this is to another plot tenanted by a plot holder, 
· and that plot holder must accept this water and send it onwards in its natural drainage direction in the same manner, 
· and every tenant is required to participate in this water management until the water is drained from the site. 
Tenants are expected to act cooperatively to move water onwards and through the site. Before creating water movement towards another plot, contact your neighbouring plot holders when it is possible to do so. 
Drainage channels
The site was professionally designed, and an experienced contractor was used for its initial laying out. Every attempt has been made to ensure adequate drainage for the site. 
The Parish Council is not responsible for providing extra drainage to the benefit of an individual plot holder or for the supply of drainage materials. An exception may be made to this if the work will exceptionally benefit other tenants beyond the plot where the work is to be completed. 
The tenant may put in a drainage channel if one does not already exist. However, care must be taken to ensure that such work does not cause adverse drainage of water elsewhere. 


[bookmark: _Toc161650749]Fence and plot entrance 
· Please note barbed/razor wire is NOT permitted anywhere on the site for any purpose. 
Boundary fencing for ¼, and ½ plots 
[image: Fence outline]The Parish Council does not provide nor install fences around these plots. Tenants may erect a fence and are entitled to take it with them when they vacate the plot. 
You are not permitted to build a wall, stone, or similar permanent form of boundary. 
Fencing may be put around the entire boundary of the plot, or any part of it, provided each of the following conditions is strictly complied with: 
1) Height and access 
a) There must be an access to the plot which is at least 2 foot 6 inches / 75cm wide. If this access is gated, the gate can be no more than 2 foot (60 cm) high. 
b) There is a maximum fence height limitation of 2 foot (60 cm) for the entire length of each part of your plot boundary.
2) Materials and design 
a) The fence and gate must be commercially manufactured retail fencing. 
b) Fences must be made of wood or a good quality composite material. 
3) Construction and erection 
a) All the fencing must be erected straight and upright. 
b) All of the fence must be capable of withstanding normal wind pressure. 
c) Tilted fences must be corrected immediately. 
d) Fallen, damaged or broken fences must be removed or replaced immediately. 
4) Visual requirement 
a) The tenant must ensure that their choice of fence and the chosen placement of it does not interfere with another tenant’s enjoyment of their plot. 
b) The Parish Council reserves the right to require a tenant to take down fencing that it is not in keeping with the visual aspect of the site. 
Bed edging and internal fences in ¼, and ½ plots
Fencing and edging of no more than one and a half foot (18 inches / 46 cm) high may be used within the plot to delineate areas or to protect the edges of growing beds. 
You are permitted to put a 2 foot (60 cm) high fence around the whole of any part of a shed or greenhouse on your plot. You are not permitted to build a wall or other permanent structure. 
[image: Bonsai outline]Hedges for ¼, and ½ plots 
Permanent boundary hedges are not allowed. You may create a lookalike hedge by planting dwarf or low growing shrubs in pots. These shrubs and their placement must conform with the height, width, and access conditions stipulated for fences.  
Where hedging is used to form an edging or low barrier within the plot, they must be contained in pots and easily removeable from the land, and must be a dwarf variety kept at a height of not more than 18 inches / 45 cm. 
Boundaries around raised bed plots 
Tenants are not permitted to place a fence, hedge, or other form of boundary around their raised bed. 
[bookmark: _Toc159846333]

[bookmark: _Toc161650750]Structures and storage
The Parish Council does not provide a shed or other structures with the plot. Whilst you are permitted to erect your own, there are restrictions in place that are designed to prevent any plot from becoming overcrowded or unsightly. 
Wholly temporary structures
Structures for storage or as an aid for growing that are fully removeable are permitted without the need for prior permission. These structures include such as storage box, cloche, and netting struts. 
Please note, however, the general rule about not letting your plot become untidy or unsightly. If your structures are having this effect or overcrowding your plot, the Parish Council has the right to require their removal. If there is a dispute about this, the Parish Council makes the final decision on what is permitted to stay on the plot but will, where appropriate, first consult with all involved parties. 
Shed, greenhouse or polytunnel
[image: A shed with a wheelbarrow and tools

Description automatically generated]You are permitted to place a 6’ x 4’ shed on your plot without requesting prior permission. 
The are permitted to place any type of polytunnel on your plot without requesting prior permission. 

Please note :
· You are responsible for ensuring secure siting of the structure.
· You place structures on your plot entirely at you own risk and liability.
· You are responsible for ensuring your plot does not become visually unacceptable to other plot holders because of the structures on it.
· Perton Parish Council reserves the right to issue a Removal Notice for 
unsightly or dangerous structures.
[bookmark: _Toc159846337]Removal of structures at close of tenancy 
When leaving the plot, the removal of the shed is your responsibility. If you intend to remove it, you must do so before the expiry of your tenancy. If it is still on the plot the day after your tenancy expires, it is deemed to belong to the Parish Council who may choose to keep it or remove it or transfer it to the next tenant. 
If you are taking over a plot vacated by a tenant that has a shed or other items on it, you may use these as your own if you wish.
Prohibition on permanence 
Permanent structures and installations of any type are NOT permitted on any part of the allotment site. They are prohibited by law, and for this reason it is a very strictly enforced rule. The Parish Council decides whether the structure is in breach for which it will rely upon its own advisers and experts. Removal of the structure is the responsibility and liability of the person who caused it to be erected or installed. If it is not removed as directed, the Parish Council will serve notice of its intention to enter and remove and will reserve its right to claim reimbursement of its costs at its discretion.
Installations that are intended as semi-permanent such as slabbing or brick edging, are permissible if they installed in a way that ensures reasonably easy removal. Please keep this in mind and be careful about what you are doing. If it ends up being deemed as permanent, it will have to be removed and this will be at your expense and loss.


[bookmark: _Toc161650751]Livestock 
Beekeeping
[image: Cartoon bee with sign]The keeping of honeybees anywhere on the site requires express prior permission of the Parish Council and the permission granted is subject to annual review.  
The application must be made in writing using our bee keeping application form, available from the Parish Council website or by contacting the Clerk to the Council. 
[image: Cartoon bee with magnifying glass]Applications are considered on an individual basis, and each is determined on its own merit. The Council may decide to obtain independent advice from professional beekeeping sources. It may carry out consultations on site with you and, if appropriate, with other plot holders.
[image: ]The Parish Council recognises the ecological importance of bee species and supports initiatives to increase the number of bee colonies. It wishes to support beekeeping and will consider requests for the tenant to be supported by an experienced beekeeper. 
Advice on how to become a beekeeper is available from the British Beekeepers Association: https://www.bbka.org.uk/. Successful applicants are required to become a member of this Association and expected to keep the bees in accordance with Association recommendations. 
[image: Beehive outline]The welfare of the bees, the keeper and neighbouring persons is paramount. At all times, beekeepers must act professionally and responsibly. The permission to keep bees is by a separate agreement for beekeeping with its own terms and conditions which include rules for the setting up of the hives and for public liability insurance. 
Honey 
[image: Honey Pot outline]The gathering of honey must be carried out strictly in accordance with the recommendations of the British Beekeeping Association. 
It is not permitted to sell on the allotment site honey gathered from your hive(s). You may give it as a gift to fellow plot holders. That plot holder may give you produce or a service in return, but it is not permitted to expect this in consideration for giving your honey. 
Other livestock
Hens and rabbits
You are not permitted to keep hens or rabbits on your plot. Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments site is not a suitable environment for keeping these animals. The conditions might put the animals’ welfare at risk, which allows the exclusion of them under the Allotments Act 1950. 
Animals
The Tenant must not keep any animals or livestock of any kind on any part of the site. The site is not a suitable environment and puts the animals’ welfare at risk. The conditions for the keeping of any livestock would pose a threat to health and the risk of a nuisance to nearby residents.
[bookmark: _Toc161650752][image: High Five Bee]SHARED ENJOYMENT
Peaceably and amicably sharing the space is key to our allotment community success.
[bookmark: _Toc161650753]A shared space 
The allotments site is a shared amenity which requires you all to peaceably share the space. It works well if everybody always keeps this in mind. 
· Everyone is entitled to equal use of the communal amenities provided on site. 
· Everyone is entitled to peaceful enjoyment of their allotment plot. 
· Everyone is expected to be considerate of everyone else’s right to these things. 
We endeavour to keep the rules only to what is necessary to ensure equal enjoyment by all plot holders. The whole purpose is for you to enjoy cultivating your plot and spending time there. 
However, keep in mind that your plot is on a shared amenity, the success of which depends greatly on the shared enjoyment you all get from it. Remember always that what you are doing on your plot must not be spoiling another’s enjoyment of their plot. 
[image: Sunny Handy]

[bookmark: _Toc161650754]Equal use of communal amenities
Access
[image: Shoe footprints outline]This section covers –
· Opening times 
· Access code for the entrance gate
· Use and upkeep of shared pathways
· Transporting things to your plot or raised bed.
Opening times 
Access to the site is possible at any time. However, the Council expects your use of the site to be no earlier than 6.30 am and no later than 9.30 pm. 
[image: Sleep outline]When on site before 9 am or after 6 pm, always be careful not to cause a noise or an artificial light disturbance to properties in the vicinity of the site. 
· It is NOT permitted to stay on site overnight. 
Entrance gate
[image: Jail outline]The entrance gate is part of the security fencing for the site. The gate may be left open during daylight hours. It is the responsibility of all tenants to ensure that the gate is locked at night. You must close and lock the gate if you reasonably believe you are the last one leaving the site. 
Please note the responsibility of Perton Parish Council is limited to provision of a lockable gate, and:
a) accepts no responsibility for locking the gate;
b) it excludes liability for any damage or injury caused by or resulting from the gate being left open at any time of the day or night;
c) it advises allotmenteers to take out their own insurance against these risks.
[image: Lock outline]The gates are opened by a scrambled combination lock. 
The code must not be given out to others to use. Enabling persons to enter when they are not eligible to do so will be considered a serious breach of your allotment agreement and may result in termination of your tenancy. 
The code is changed regularly to maintain good security for the site. You are notified of the change and are responsible for ensuring your receipt of notification is effective as a means of quickly alerting you of a change in code. The Parish Council accepts no liability if you fail to receive an alert.  
Other access points 
[image: Dance outline]The security of the site is important. 
· It keeps your allotment safe. 
· It keeps people on the site safe by ensuring known and trusted persons are the only visitors. 
· It helps to prevent trespassers, thieves, and vandals.
We need you to help us to keep the perimeter secure! 
· [image: Call center outline]Do not create access shortcuts through the site’s perimeter fences or hedges. Also do not use one that has been created by someone else! 
· Please immediately report to the Parish Council any breach in the perimeter security that you see or reasonably believe to be there.
Parking 
Safe use
The speed limit on the car park is 5mph. 
It is important to watch your speed and to be careful of others when manoeuvring your vehicle. There are frequently many pedestrians and cyclists on the site, including children and people with reduced mobility. Please ensure that you act responsibly and carefully when driving vehicles around the site.
[image: Rv outline]Permitted use
The car park is for use only whilst you are using the site. You may not use it for general daytime parking or for overnight parking. 
It is not permitted to store any vehicle, caravan, trailer, or vehicle parts on the car park or anywhere on the site. 
Tenants must not leave vehicles in such a manner that they block access for other users.
[image: Car outline]Parking spaces 
The car park is a shared amenity. Car parking spaces may not be reserved for exclusive use by any tenant. 
[image: Electric car outline][image: Wheelchair access outline]Vehicles must remain within the allocated road and parking areas. 
Please always observe the designation of spaces, for example, for disabled use, for EV car charging, etc. 
[image: Crash outline]Accidents
Any person taking a vehicle onto the site does so at their own risk.
Individuals are personally liable for any personal injury or damage to property caused by them whilst using the site. 
Shared pathways 
Maintenance 
[image: Route (Two Pins With A Path) outline]These are laid out across the site for shared use by tenants. 
They also act as ‘dividers’ for the plots. 
· [image: Person in wheelchair outline]You are required to maintain that part of the dividing pathway that runs along the right-hand side of your plot as seen from the front.
It is important to keep the pathway in good condition and free from any obstruction. Remember that there are elderly and disabled people who may need to use the path. 
[image: Man with cane outline]There must always be safe and immediate access to your plot. This becomes vital in the case of an emergency. 
Every tenant is required to make sure that the part of the pathway they are responsible for is always kept clear of any obstruction.
· Do not use the pathways for other purposes, for example, storage or extra cultivation space. 
Transporting items to your plot 
[image: Wheelbarrow outline]A wheelbarrow, trolley or small lightweight trailer may be used to transport items along the shared pathways. 
[image: Box trolley outline]It is your responsibility to rectify any damage done because of transportation of items, whether this be damage to the pathway, its edgings, or to the plot / raised bed of another tenant.
If moving a large item (e.g. shed or greenhouse parts) that is likely to cause short interference with others use of the same path, give them as much notice as possible and reasonably accommodate their need also to use the path.
Vehicular use on central pathway
Use of a vehicle on the central pathway can only be used in the following circumstances:
· Access to the path must be soley for transporting heavy items to and from your plot they would be difficult to carry by other means
· Please use a vehicle that is a sensible size for the path
· Time must be limited for the vehicle to be on the path to do what is necessary to move the items only.
Please note:
a) Vehicle use of the pathway is entirely at the risk and liability of the tenant, even if you are not the owner or keeper of the vehicle that is being used.
b) It is your duty to ensure that the driver of the vehicle acts carefully and responsibly and is properly insured for the activity being undertaken.
c) Perton Parish Council accepts no responsibility for vehicular use of the central pathway and excludes liability for any type of damage or injury to any persons caused by or resulting from it’s use in this way.
 
[image: Cycling outline]You are not permitted to ride your bike on the pathway. 
[image: Motorcycle outline]You are not permitted to take scooters or motor bikes on the pathways. 
You may wheel your bike or scooter by hand to your plot for its safekeeping while you are on site.
Motorbikes must be parked on the car park. 
[bookmark: _Ref161303382]Water
Water for irrigation of the plots is provided by shared water troughs that are supplied with cold water from the mains water supply. 
Important! The water supply is for irrigation use only. It not suitable to be used as drinking water. 
Please be considerate of other tenants when extracting water from troughs.
· [image: Splash1 outline]Don’t leave puddles! Avoid spilling water around the trough area or along the pathway. 
· [image: Watering Plant outline]Minimise spread of plant diseases! Only dip a clean watering can (or other receptacle) into a water trough.
You are expected to practice sensible water conservation. Please exercise every care to prevent waste leakage or misuse of water. Immediate report any leakage or misuse to the Parish Council. 
Please avoid using excessive water when watering your plot / raised bed. 
[bookmark: _Ref161133440][image: Toilet outline]Site toilet
This is a compost toilet. It must be used and maintained exactly in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 
Instructions for use have been placed in the toilet room. It is your responsibility to familiarise yourself with these instructions and with the correct use of the toilet facilities and ensure that your visitors do the same.
Cleaning equipment has been placed in the toilet room. 
Every user of the toilet is responsible for keeping it clean and leaving it in an acceptable state for the next user.
Please note the potential for health and safety risk if these instructions are not complied with. Every tenant has an obligation to keep the site hygienic and this includes hygienic use of the toilet and participation in maintaining its cleanliness. 

Maintenance/cleaning out of the composting bin under the toilet:
· If you are willing to help with this, please add your name to the rota list on the wall inside the toilet room.
· Training will be organised for those who wish to volunteer.
· All equipment and protective gear will be provided by the Parish Council.

Please note the prohibition on using the waste from the compost toilet as a compost material on your plot. See page 38.  


[bookmark: _Toc161650755]Peaceful enjoyment 
Code of Conduct 
Be a good neighbour!
The Parish Council expects you and your visitors not to be noisy or use bad language or otherwise behave unsociably so that you spoil others enjoyment. 
· The plot holder is fully responsible for the conduct of their family members and other guests visiting their allotment plot.
· Please also remember people living in neighbouring properties. All plot holders are collectively required to respect the right of all our neighbours to quiet enjoyment of their properties. 
Parties and gatherings
Allotments are for use for allotment gardening. The Parish Council recognises that some social use may be made of the site and of individual plots. However, this must be done with extreme moderation. It must not cause any form of offense or nuisance to any other tenant. 
This limited permission to have an occasional small social gathering does not preclude it from being prevented or stopped if requests for this to be done or complaints about noise and behaviour are received from other plot holders or from owners or occupiers of neighbouring properties. 
Consumption of alcohol
No person, tenant or visitor is permitted to be drunk, or not in control by reason of drunkenness, whilst on the site. 
No person should undertake any form of gardening whilst not in control due to excess alcohol. 
Any tenant or third party found to be inebriated due to alcohol whilst on any part of the site will be removed by Parish Council agents or by the Police if needed. If there is persistent occurrence of inebriation, the tenant will be served with 1 month Notice to Quit.
Illegal drugs
Any tenant or third party found to be taking or under the influence of drugs whilst on site will be removed by Council staff or by the Police if needed. Persistent occurrences will cause the plot tenant to be served with 1 month Notice to Quit.
Any tenant found to be growing illegal substances on a plot or permitting this to occur will have their Plot tenancy terminated with 1 month Notice to Quit.
Anti-social behaviour 
Antisocial behaviour will not be tolerated, including but not limited to trespass, excessive noise, swearing, nuisance, drug or alcohol influence, verbal abuse, bullying, harassment, discrimination, or anything similar resulting in dispute. 
The Parish Council reserves the right to permanently ban from entry any person conducting themselves in an anti-social way, including a joint tenant. A single tenancy plot holder will be “banned” by the serving of a one-moth notice to quit.
The Parish Council may not be able to act on the word of one tenant or third person against another. Other evidence of the activity or event may be required. 
The Parish Council reserves the right to determine that the Police should be involved. 
The decision of the Parish Council in the event of dispute is final. 
Harassment, bullying or abusive behaviour 
Every person on site is required to behave sociably and amicably. 
The tenant is in breach of the site’s rules where the anti-social behaviour is the conduct of a visitor or other third party associated with the tenant.
Tenants and their visitors must always act in a proper manner to other tenants. The Parish Council will not tolerate harassment or bullying or abusive behaviour by any person of any person. 
· Any person means: tenant, visitor, contractor, Association Committee Officer, Parish Council staff, Parish Councillor, and any other person legitimately on site. 
The Parish Council will deal with tenants and prospective tenants professionally and courteously and will respond to queries as soon as reasonable. Tenants, prospective tenants, or visitors must not behave in an abusive or unnecessary manner towards members of Parish, District or County Council staff or their agents. 
Where another site user, or member of Council staff, feels threatened or is acted towards in an unnecessary manner the offending individual will be asked to leave the site, and will not be permitted to return until the matter has been resolved by the Parish Council. 
Nuisance
You must not cause or admit any nuisance or annoyance to other plot holders or to the owners or occupiers of land adjoining the site. 
All shared areas must be used courteously and in accordance with the rules for the site. 
Access onto the site and all pathways must be kept free of obstructions and hazards.
You must not cause an obstruction on the entrance road to the site’s main gates. The road leading from the main road to the entrance gates is in constant use by the Golf Club which has the absolute right of passage at all times of the day and night. 
Trespass
You are not permitted to enter onto another plot without receiving permission to do so from the plot holder. Please make best effort to gain permission of the plot holder before trimming edges or removing overgrown plants belonging to their plot. If the plot is being neglected, protect yourself from allegation of trespass by reporting the problem to the Parish Clerk and doing work with their permission. 
If your tenancy has terminated, or you are banned from entry to the site, or otherwise lose your admittance right, you will be a trespasser if you enter the site. The Parish Council will act to prevent your continuing breach of non-admittance. 
You are not permitted to use the adjacent land belonging to the Golf Club. 
Personal privacy 
No tenant may take a photograph or video of any tenant or their visitors, unless it is expressly to support a complaint, which must then be reported immediately to the Council or the investigating authority. 
[bookmark: _Ref161617109]Illegal and immoral activity
No part of the site or your Plot may be used for any illegal or immoral purposes. 
Every person on the site is strictly obliged to observe all relevant legislation or codes of practice relating to activities they carry out on the Plot or Site.  
Criminal, illegal, unlawful, or immoral activity is anything deemed to be of that nature by the Parish Council or the police. For allotment sites it tends to include, but is not limited to, threatening behaviour, breach of peace, criminal damage, theft. 
All incidents of criminal behaviour should be reported to the Police. 
The Parish Council is not able to determine the outcome of a criminal act. Where behaviour is criminal, the Parish Council will default to the Police investigation. 
Where the Police issue a caution or arrest against a tenant for an allotment related incident the tenancy agreement will be terminated with 1 month notice. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650756][image: Stop Bee]HEALTH AND SAFETY 
An important section! It’s about safe and healthy use of our site and your plot. There are some very important safety rules. Please make sure you read and comply with them.
[bookmark: _Toc161650757]Collective responsibility
[image: Warning with solid fill]All activities carry an element of risk and allotment gardening is no exception. Everyone needs to take health and safety seriously.
Please always follow the guidance and rules for health and safety contained here and on any notices on the site. They are for a good purpose. Everyone is responsible for knowing them and fully complying with them.
Stay alert! Stay safe! Stay healthy!
· Even if something is not given as a written rule, you still have a general duty of care to ensure safe and healthy use of our site and of your plot. This duty means that you have a responsibility to be aware of risks and dangers and always take every reasonable precaution to prevent personal injury or damage to property. 
· This duty applies to every person using the site. The tenant has an additional duty to ensure that all visitors observe the duty. 
Act quickly! 
· Do not ignore a risk to safety or health. Please immediately report it to the Parish Council. We will keep your name confidential if you ask for that.
· We will act! The Parish Council reserves the absolute right to intervene to prevent or stop anything it deems to be an unsafe activity or an unhygienic practice, and to do this without notice if that is necessary.

[bookmark: _Toc161650758]Risk assessment
The Risk Assessment Chart
The Parish Council has a Risk Assessment Chart to assist it in the running of the site, which is updated periodically. Suggestions from tenants will be considered for addition. 
· Tenants are expected to know and comply with matters identified on the Risk Assessment Chart. 
· The Risk Assessment Chart is not definitive of the potential risks on site. 
Collective responsibility
It is not the Councils responsibility to carry out risk assessment or to provide advice on all potential risks that may be present. 
· Tenants and visitors have a duty of care to take all necessary precautions when using the site and their Plot.
· Tenants are expected to keep their plot and the pathway to the right of it, in good condition and free from defects which can cause an injury.
[bookmark: _Toc161650759]Dangerous products 
All hazardous products, powered tools and chemical products must be used exactly in accordance with manufacturer instructions. Every safety precaution must be taken in their use. This means: 
· Proper protective clothing must be worn.
· Other necessary safety and health measures must be taken.
· Do not use tools or chemicals in a way that may harm others and take special care for children and animals. 
· Do not leave dangerous products or items lying about unattended on your plot. 
You are not permitted to create or use non-proprietary products. 
Dangerous items and products must not be stored on your plot or on the site. You are required to bring them in when they are to be used and take them away after use which includes at the end of use every day if it is a multiple day usage. 

[bookmark: _Toc161650760]Fire hazards
[image: ]Please be vigilant! 
If you see something you suspect is a fire hazard, please report it quickly to the Parish Clerk. It is best to report it even if you’re not sure whether it’s a hazard or not. You can remain anonymous if you wish.
Things that burn!
As the general rule, it is best to avoid burning things and having an open flame! Please find alternative solutions or use battery or solar powered products. 
[image: Stop Bee]Stay alert to potential fire hazard. Do not do things that may start an uncontrollable fire or cause smoke damage or endanger people or wildlife. 
Please note that insurance cover contains exclusions for certain types of fire, and these are relevant for what you can do on our site. 
Please make sure you comply with the following information. It is written to apply to our site. 
Fires 
For our site, the restrictions mean that there can be no fires. This means that you are not allowed to – 
· Have an open fire, such as a bonfire, campfire, or firepit. 
· Have semi or fully enclosed open flame equipment, such as stoves, burners, braziers, barbeques, or incinerators. 
· Burn candles or liquid fuel garden torches. 
Or do anything else that could set fire to your shed, stuff on your plot, or the site!
Burning organic material 
[image: Right pointing backhand index outline]The prohibition on fires includes the burning of organic materials. [image: A red and white sign with a black and white circle with a black background

Description automatically generated]You are not permitted to get rid of compost, leaves, of any other plant waste by putting it on an open fire or in a metal incinerator, even if you keep it smouldering rather than burning with a flame. 
· You are not allowed to use a garden incinerator to burn material. 
· You are not allowed to burn leaves in a smouldering pile. 
Organic material that is permitted to be put in the compost bays should be disposed of this way to generate compost for the site. Organic material that cannot be put in a compost bay should be removed to the local tip or, if appropriate, put in your green bin at home. For permissible organic material for composting see page 37. 
Burning refuse 
The prohibition on fires includes the burning of any form of refuse. 
· Do not set fire to any form of inflammable material. 
· Do not allow hazardous materials to become overheated and set alight. 
Heating your shed or greenhouse 
You may run a heater in your shed or greenhouse provided it is approved for allotment use in the UK, has full British Standards for its manufacture, and does not use an open flame as its power source. 
You must not leave it unattended when it is in use. You must make sure it is fully out before you leave your plot. 
Give preference to natural heating!
· Proper insulation will control shed temperature and keep it warm.
· Capitalizing on sunlight is a cost-effective way to bring warmth into your shed. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650761][image: Fuel outline]Inflammable materials 
· You may use what is need for cultivation or repairs, such as a powered rotavator, weed burner, blowtorch, heat-gun. 
· But you cannot store inflammable materials on your plot, including in your shed or greenhouse.
Liquid and gas fuel containers 
Liquid and gas fuel containers present a significant risk, and especially to fire fighters in the event of arson or an accident. All liquid and gas fuel containers must be removed from your plot when not in use. Gas fuel containers must be removed even if empty. 
Barbeques
· [image: A cartoon of a person cooking

Description automatically generated]Full size solid fuel barbeques or grills are not permitted. 
· Liquid and gas fuel heating and cooking equipment is not permitted. 
· Disposable instant BBQ tray or enclosed chiminea are permitted but please be mindful not to let strong food smells drift across plots. Manufacturer’s instructions must be followed. You must ensure it is fully extinguished before leaving it unattended.
The Parish Council may request action to be taken where the tenant is taking an unnecessary risk. In the event of an accident the tenant is liable for any injury or damage that may result.
[bookmark: _Toc161650762]Waste 
Correct disposal method
The tenant is responsible for removal of compostable and non-compostable waste from their plot. 
· Please ensure that waste is disposed of quickly and properly. 
· Disposal must be in accordance with South Staffordshire District Council rules for the type of waste. 
[image: A black background with a black square

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]As a Council we are obliged to ensure that all waste is quickly disposed of and by the correct method. 
Accordingly, incorrect waste control measures and behaviour on site will result in the Parish Council intervening to prevent or stop it without prior notice if necessary. Continuing breach will result in an enforcement order being issued against the tenant or tenants responsible. 
[image: Recycle with solid fill]Recyclable waste
Green waste unsuitable for composting on your plot must be removed from the site. Take it to the local tip or put it in your green bin at home.
[image: Water Bottle outline]Do not leave piles of slow composting materials lying about on your plot or on the site. 
We encourage you to recycle as much waste as you can. For recyclable plastic waste, please use your blue bin at home for plastics it can take. If it is plastic waste that can be recycled at the local tip, please make time to dispose of it there.
Tidy, safe, and hygienic
[image: ]Ensure that the bin or other containment is sufficient to hold all the waste without spillage or escape. Do not overfill. Do not allow waste to pile up.
[image: ]Keep areas around waste disposal points tidy and hygienic. Eradicate obvious health risks. Remove any obvious safety hazards. 
Do not allow outsiders to deposit, rubbish anywhere on the site. If rubbish is dumped illegally on the site, or there is fly tipping in the area outside the entrance gate, please report it immediately to the Parish Council. You must not add your rubbish to illegally dumped or fly tipped waste.


[bookmark: _Toc161650763]Storage and use of compost and manure
[bookmark: _Ref161387391][image: Rat outline]Compost bays 
The compost bays are to be used for suitable materials only. Please keep it to vegetation produced on your plot. Kitchen waste such as cooked food, meat, and cheese or similar must not be put in any compost bay. Foodstuffs will attract vermin and must not be disposed of on the site. 
[bookmark: _Hlk165988363]Permissible organic material for composting
The compost bays on site are not large enough to generate sufficient heat to kill all bugs and bacteria. For this reason, organic matter that contains bugs or disease harmful to edible produce growing is not permitted to be put in the bays. This includes:
· Blighted potatoes
· Brassica
· Any diseased vegetation 
The bays must not be used for 
· Perennial weeds 
· Slow to compost organic material. 
Personal compost bins
You may put your own compost bin on your plot for personal use. You may put peelings and waste from vegetables and fruits in it but not any form of food waste. 
Please note, as a tenant plot holder you are:
a) responsible for the appropriate use of compost bins, storage and use of composting materials on your plot;
b) responsible for controlling vermin attracted by composting material;
c) liable for all and any damage or injury caused by or resulting from your compost bin or composting material.
Manure 
Fresh manure falls into a health risk category. It must be used sensibly and safely and be stored correctly. Liquid manure has a potential environmental risk. It must be stored safely and used correctly and sparingly to prevent risk of injury to humans, insects, and wildlife. Please also refer to information on use and storage of manure on page 10. 


[bookmark: _Ref161137547]Waste from the compost toilet 
The waste from the compost toilet located on site must be disposed of in accordance with the instructions for the use of this toilet facility. Please refer to page 28. 
· [image: Toilet outline]You must not put the waste product from any compost toilet into the compost bays on site or in a composter on your plot. 
· You must not use the waste product from any compost toilet as a cultivator on any part of your plot or the site. Composted toilet waste is not suitable for edible plant cultivation! See page 12. 
[bookmark: _Ref161386736][bookmark: _Toc161650764]Preventing Legionella
Legionnaires’ disease is a type of pneumonia caused by a species of Legionella bacterium. It is caught by inhaling small droplets of water suspended in the air, i.e. aerosols which contain the bacteria. The bacteria multiply where water temperatures are between 20-45°C and nutrients are available. 
· Tenants are required to help stop the growth of Legionella bacterium. 
Legionella can be caught from handling water, compost, and soil, particularly when stored in a warm greenhouse or pipes that have exposed to the warmth of the sun. This includes hosepipes that have not been properly emptied of water.
· Our site has a supply of mains water, and the Parish Council has a duty to put Legionella risk control measures in place at the final point of delivery which is the communal use trough. Every tenant is obliged to assist the Parish Council in its observance of this duty by always fully complying with the instructions for taking and using water from the water troughs. 
· The Parish Council has a duty to carry out a Legionella risk assessment on the site and is required to introduce risk control and emergency measures so far as it is reasonably able to do so. Every tenant is obliged to cooperate with and fully comply with these measures. 
· Risk control measures include turning the water off during the winter and purging the supply pipes of standing water the following spring.
· Once the water has been removed from the point of supply (the trough) the Parish Council has no control over the way tenants use or store the water. From then onwards the use of the water becomes the responsibility of each tenant, who is entirely responsible for the risk control of Legionella. 
Further information on Legionella risk is available from the Health and Safety Executive website: http://www.hse.gov.uk/legionnaires/resources.htm
[bookmark: _Toc161650765][image: OMW Bee]ADMITTANCE
This section covers matters relating to your responsibilities in the use of the site. 
· Your right of admittance and use.
· Your responsibility for others.
· Someone to temporarily tend your plot. 
· Inviting contractors to work on site. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650766]Your right of admittance and use
[image: Aspiration outline]The only restriction on your rights is that must enjoy them in line with the agreed rules. If you always do that, your tenancy rights give you the permission – 
· to come and go from the site as you please, 
· to use the shared areas of the site, 
· to use your plot or raised bed in your own way. 
Your plot is your private space. Other tenants cannot come onto it without your permission. Remember too that you cannot go onto theirs without their permission! 
[image: No sign with solid fill]You cannot charge an entrance fee for coming onto your plot or into the site. It is strictly prohibited to conduct any business or trade from the site, including from your plot or your shed.
[bookmark: _Toc159846322][bookmark: _Toc161650767]Dogs and other pets
Dogs 
[image: Puppy 2 outline]	Dogs can be brought onto the allotment site without prior 	permission, however it would be useful for monitoring the success 	of this, if you could let the Parish Clerk know if you intend to bring a 	dog on site.
Dogs must be kept quiet and under control and must not be allowed to wander unattended around the site. All dog fouling is to be cleaned up and removed from site.
Please note:
· as a tenant plot holder permitting the dog to be on site, you are responsible for the dog in every way and allow the dog to be on site entirely at your own risk.
· These duties apply even if you are not the owner of the dog. You are obliged to ensure that the owner knows the rules and complies with them.
· Perton Parish Council accepts no liability for any damage, injury or nuisance caused by the dog or resulting from its presence on the site.
· Perton Parish Council reserves the right to issue a Prohibition Notice to stop entry onto the site for a dog that is involved in any form of nuisance, damage or injury.
Pets
Pets (excluding dogs) are not permitted anywhere on the site. Tenants are urged to ensure that this rule is complied with. Our site is not a suitable environment for animals both regarding their welfare or the public health of the site for its users. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650768]Your responsibility for others
Visitors
A visitor is any person who does not hold a tenancy on Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments. They may be a family member or friend of a tenant, or a contractor brought in to carry out a specified task. A child is a visitor. 
A visitor is classed as a child if they are under the age of 18 years. 
Visitors are on site at the tenant’s risk. Tenants are required to be careful about who they allow onto the site. The Parish Council reserves the right to refuse admittance of a tenant’s visitor. 
The Parish Council reserves the right to refuse admittance of a tenant’s visitor if it has reason to believe that tenant is likely to not to comply properly with rules for the management and regulation of the site. 
Family and friends 
[image: Family with two children outline]Family members and friends may visit for the same uses you enjoy but please remember, they must always be accompanied by a tenant. You cannot give them the access code and allow them to enter on their own. 
You can ask another tenant to let them in, but that tenant will then be taking on the responsibility for them. Remember that this works both ways; you will be responsible for everyone you let in, even if you did it for another tenant. 
The only exception to this is when it has been agreed that a non-tenant will temporarily look after your plot, see further at page 42. 
[image: Children outline]Your plot is intended for the quiet enjoyment of allotment gardening. You are not supposed to be bringing on lots of friends for gatherings and parties! Of course, it is good to have some company and part of the enjoyment is sharing the pleasure of your hard work. This is permissible if you keep the numbers small. 
Visitors are there at your risk. Please always be careful about who you allow onto the site. Think about the level of control you will have over them and whether you can make sure they follow all the rules. 
Children 
[image: Child with balloon outline]Children are very welcome. 
[image: Open hand with plant outline]We are keen for them to be part of our Allotment Community. Activities related to cultivation and preserving nature are encouraged. Tenants may organise collective events in half-term and school holidays, provided there is always enough adults to supervise the activity.
Tenants may set aside a small part of their plot as a separate area for their children. This must not form a significant proportion of the overall plot size. Large items of play equipment are not allowed. The building of tree houses is not permitted. 
Please note you are responsible for every child you bring in or allow to enter. This means you are responsible for your own children, for your visitors’ children, and for other tenants’ children that you bring onto the site under your supervision.
· You are responsible for them on any allotment plot and in any shared areas. 
· Your responsibility for them includes: 
· Their safety and welfare. 
· Their behaviour. 
[image: Cartoon bee with pointer]Children must always be attended by an adult who is knowingly acting in the capacity of their supervisor. 
This includes all the time they are on the plot. Increased supervision must be given when in the shared areas of the site. 
We expect all tenants to make allowance for the fact that children will be children. We ask everyone to tolerate minor temporary noise made by happy children. However, we do not expect you to be disturbed unduly or have your enjoyment spoiled by unruly, ill-behaved, or discourteous children. 
It is the tenant’s responsibility to ensure that children do not disturb others. Please always ensure they are courteous and well behaved. In addition to their behaviour whilst on an allotment plot, this requirement extends to the shared areas. Particular attention must be made to their use of shared pathways; children must not be allowed to use these as a play area.
The safety of children on site is paramount. 
[image: Warning with solid fill]Allotments can be dangerous places. Always minimise risk. Follow all practical safety tips such as storing tools and seeds out of the reach of children as well as covering ponds or water butts. Remember too that many common plants are slightly toxic and extra caution with children should be taken.


[bookmark: _Ref161310257][bookmark: _Toc161650769]Asking someone to temporarily look after your plot 
[image: Vacation outline]If you are going on holiday or will be away from your plot for a while for some other reason, you can ask someone to look after it temporarily for you. 
Please follow these guidelines –
· If you ask another Perton Jubilee Allotments tenant to look after your plot for you, it is not necessary to inform the Parish Council. However, if the arrangement is going to be for much longer than two weeks, please do let the Clerk to the Council know about it, just as a sensible precaution. 
· If you instead want to ask a family member or friend who is not a tenant to tend your plot whilst you’re away, please do inform the Parish Council of this, even if it is only going to be for a short time, for example only over a weekend. 
This is important for 3 key reasons – 
1) It is needed for insurance purposes. 
2) The Clerk needs their contact details in case there is a problem or emergency. 
3) There must be an agreed arrangement for their access onto the site because of the requirement for secrecy for the entrance code. 
The Parish Council is keen for you to arrange for the tending of your plot whilst you are away. The arrangements will be as accommodating as possible to make it easy for you to arrange. It’s just necessary to make sure the 3 above things are in place by some means. It is not necessary to arrange them in writing. You can email if you like, or simply phone the Clerk to the Council, or visit in person to discuss it if you prefer. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650770]Contractors
Your contractor
You can allow a contractor to come onto the site between the hours of 9 am and 6 pm to carry out a specified task on your plot, such as erect a shed, or rotavate a bed. 
[image: Construction worker male outline]You can do this without asking for permission from the Parish Council. 
Be careful about who you choose to do the work; be sure in your mind that you can trust them to respect the site and other tenants’ plots. Remember, the contractor is on site at your risk! 
Do not, under any circumstances, give the contractor the access code to the entrance gate. At all times, there must be a tenant or Parish Council employee or nominee with the contractor who will control the gate. 
[image: Construction worker female outline]Parish Council employees, nominees, or contractors
The Council will send people onto the site from time to time to do repairs as well as to check on the site. Advance information of any work being done will be given in usual circumstances. In cases of speedy need for their visit, there may be no time to let tenants know. 
The rules for management of the site permit persons sent by the Parish Council to go onto whatever part of the site is required for their function. This includes entering onto your plot for a purpose permitted by the Terms and Conditions. 
In normal circumstances you will be given notice of the need to inspect or to do something on your plot and a mutually convenient time will be agreed. In emergencies the Council may instruct entry without first being able to get in touch with you. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650771][image: Well Bee]SORTING OUT PROBLEMS 
This Part of the Rulebook includes requirements that must be met for you to keep the tenancy of your plot. 
· Site and plot inspections. 
· Enforcement measures. 
· Damage caused by a breach.
· Mitigating circumstances. 
· Procedures for complaints and disputes.
[bookmark: _Toc161650772]Inspections
These are conducted by or on behalf of the Parish Council. There is a full inspection every year which covers the shared areas and the tenanted plots. Other inspections may occur from time to time. 
Inspections are used to identify problems, prioritise them for resolution, and decide on solutions. They are intended to benefit the site and ensure its continuing success. It is an opportunity to check that all is going well. 
If you have recently taken on your plot and it is in poor condition and overgrown, both the Association and the Parish Council will be aware of this, and leeway will be made for it at the annual inspection.
[image: Clipboard outline]Annual inspection
The annual inspection involves a full check of security, safety, hygiene, proper use, and the state of repair across the site, together with a visit to each plot and raised bed to check their upkeep and compliant use. This is intended as a positive process and the opportunity for interactive involvement with tenants. 
· [image: Walk outline]Tenants do not have to be on the site during the site wide inspection. 
If something arises which concerns any plot or raised bed, appropriate communication will made with those tenants and, if necessary, arrangements made for a meeting onsite. Tenants are required to give reasonable access to their Plot for the purpose of a formal inspection of compliant use. 
Notification 
Tenants will be notified of the intended date for the annual inspection. Circumstances beyond the control of the Parish Council may mean it does not occur on that date, for example, illness of inspection personnel, inclement weather conditions. Please note, you are not required to be on site during an annual inspection and the Parish Council is not liable to any tenant for a loss that may arise from a changed annual inspection date. 
Other inspections may not be announced in advance and may occur in parts over more than one day, for example because of the weather, availability of people, and the type or number of matters arising. Things like drainage or boundary repairs and similar larger issues involve more because of the need for expert advice.
Inspection record
An inspection results in an official record of matters that need to be seen to and identifies priority of action and appropriate remedies for these. Where something involves a tenant, there will be appropriate communication and discussion with the intention of quick and friendly resolution of the problem. 
[bookmark: _Ref161066944][bookmark: _Toc161650773]Enforcement
This is how the Parish Council ensures the carrying out of things which must be done to keep the site fit for purpose and properly used. It is a formal process. 
Initial enforcement discussion 
[image: Puzzle pieces outline]If your Plot or Raised Bed fails an inspection, you will be required to do the cultivation work or the repairs that are required to make good the breach.  
The initial notification may be informal, for example by talking with you or sending you a reminder email. This informal approach will continue only for as long as the Parish Council thinks it is likely that you will complete the required task(s) within a reasonable time. 
[bookmark: _Ref161323824]Enforcement order
The Parish Council will invoke its formal enforcement procedures: 
1) If you have failed to comply with previous informal requests to do what is required to resolve a problem or a breach. 
2) If you cannot be contacted by the Parish Council. 
Enforcement measures are served as – 
· A Completion of Work Notice: ordering you to carry out the stated work or repair within a specified time. 
· A Notice to Quit: termination of your tenancy by a one month notice to quit. Please also refer to the section on termination of tenancy on page 53.
· Please note a one month Notice to Quit may be invoked immediately, without first issuing a Completion of Work Notice. 
· This may occur for any reason connected with the type of breach or because of failed attempts to contact you. 
· It will always occur if there have been previous breaches, and you were warned that another breach of any type would result in the Parish Council determining your tenancy by a Notice to Quit. 
In the event of a joint tenancy plot being served an enforcement measure, you will be treated as singly and jointly liable and, therefore, you will both be bound by the enforcement measure irrespective of which one of you caused the breach. This applies both to a Completion of Work Notice and a Notice to Quit. However, the mitigating circumstances procedure (see below) can be used and the Parish Council may, at its discretion, choose to allow a former joint tenant to continue to hold the plot as a single tenancy.
[bookmark: _Ref161323913][bookmark: _Toc161650774]Damage caused by a breach
If your breach has caused damage, you will be required to rectify that damage in as far as it is reasonable to and are liable to bear the cost of necessary repairs.
· This rule applies irrespective of whether it was you personally who caused the breach, or it was done by your joint tenant or by your visitor. 
· You are jointly liable with your joint tenant. You are liable for all actions of your visitors.  
If damage is caused to Parish Council property, it has the right to pursue against you as the tenant for damage or loss caused. The Parish Council may claim compensation from the tenant in respect of any deterioration of the land caused by failure of the tenant to maintain it clean and in a good state of cultivation and fertility. 
[bookmark: _Ref161317609][bookmark: _Ref161317612][bookmark: _Toc161650775]Mitigating circumstances 
Mitigating circumstances are things which make your compliance with the terms and conditions either very difficult or impossible. They include personal circumstances such as: illness, physical disability, family bereavement, or hardship. 
They are always treated in utmost confidence. 
It is much easier to deal with the problem before it worsens and eventually escalates to the enforcement stage. Try to let us know as soon as you start having difficulties keeping up with your plot. It doesn’t have to be in writing. You can phone the Clerk or ask a friend or helper to let us know. 
If you provide proper mitigating information that can be relied on by the Parish Council, it will be considered when a decision for enforcement of an obligation is being made. The type of information needed will be based on your circumstances and it will be kept to a reasonable requirement.
You are encouraged to get help and advice from other sources such as the National Allotment Society or another recognised body involved with your circumstances. 
The Parish Council will be sympathetic to your situation and will do what it reasonably can to help you to keep your plot. However, it is obliged to maintain the site in the condition and to the standard required by the rules for its management and regulation and cannot allow a state of disrepair or a safety or hygiene issue, or similar, to be left unrectified. For this reason, your mitigating circumstance may not be enough to allow you to keep your plot. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650776]Complaints and disputes
Problems come in all sorts of shapes and sizes! 
[image: Silhouette of men pointing at each other

Description automatically generated]The most important thing is to stop it from escalating into a big issue that’s increasingly difficult to resolve. To stop that from happening, use our procedures for complaints and disputes. Everyone is entitled to use them. You do not have to be named as the tenant on the agreement. They give you a support mechanism for dealing with problems that have arisen. We expect you to rely on them. Please avoid getting into confrontational situations with others on the site. The Parish Council will exercise its right to intervene if you do. 
The whole point of the procedures is to resolve the matter quickly and objectively before it escalates into a bigger problem. 
[image: Daily calendar outline]Parish Council employees or nominees will deal with it in the first instance to establish the full nature of the problem. 
The Parish Council will determine if mediation should be put into the hands of objective negotiators, for example from one of the specialist Associations or another recognised organisation. 
Please note and remember that when a dispute is not settled under the procedure, it might have to be resolved by means of an enforcement measure. These are explained below. 
Receipt of a complaint
The Council will only investigate complaints where the complaint is received in writing or using the Councils complaints procedure. The complaint must be accompanied with evidence to support the complaint, for example, photographs. 
For complaints made by one tenant against another: 
· The Council will give priority to investigating serious complaints which involve antisocial behaviour and complaints of actual or potential health and safety matters. It will endeavour to commence the investigation within 10 working days.
· Other minor complaints will be resolved by the Council as resources permit and must in the first instance be resolved directly between the allotment tenants themselves.
· The Council reserves the right not to investigate complaints of a minor nature, particularly where tenants make repeated complaints against each other as part of a personal feud /vexatious complaints.
For complaints relating to immoral, illegal, unlawful acts please refer to page 31. 
· Please remember that the Parish Council cannot act based only on the word of one tenant against another. 
· To act against offensive behaviour, such as verbal abuse, swearing, alcohol consumption, rowdy behaviour, or similar, the Parish Council must either have its own witness to the event or have hard evidence. Complaints will be dealt with in strict confidence. 
For complaints against the Parish Council: 
· Complaints about the service provided by the Council, or about the condition of the allotment site, should be made by using the complaints procedure, details of which are available on the Parish Council’s website, or by writing to the Clerk to the Council. 
· Verbal complaints, or concerns, made directly to a member of the Council staff must be supported in writing to the Council. Information provided through verbal contact is often forgotten and cannot not be relied upon.


[bookmark: _Toc161650777][image: Cartoon bee with pencil]YOUR TENANCY 
This Part of the Rulebook gives information about your tenancy and requirements for its validity. 
· The tenancy agreement. 
· Memberships 
· Insurance. 
· Termination of the tenancy. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650778]The tenancy agreement
Plot holder
The person named on the tenancy agreement is the plot holder. If two of you took the plot together, you are joint tenants and are singularly and jointly responsible for the plot. 
You hold the plot personally. This means you cannot take it for someone else to keep. You are not permitted to sublet or assign or part with possession of any part of the plot. 
· If you want someone to tend your plot temporarily, please refer to page 42. 
· If you wish to give up using the plot, you can give a one month notice to Perton Parish Council. See further at page 53.
Annual tenancy
[image: A handshake with orange outline

Description automatically generated]The tenancy agreement gives you a renewable yearly tenancy and in return you promise to pay the annual rent and comply with the terms and conditions. 
The terms and conditions become effective from when the tenancy agreement is signed. 
The tenant takes responsibility for their plot and its contents from the date they sign the agreement and is responsible for payment of all things related to the cultivation, maintenance, and upkeep of the plot. 
Payment of rent
The rent is the same for all plots of similar size despite any difference in location.
Rent is paid annually in advance. It is due by or on the 1st day of May and payable to Perton Parish Council. A rent review is carried out annually by the Parish Council and you are given 12 months’ notice of any change being made. 
Receipt of the annual rent is administered by the Clerk to the Council. 
You may pay –
· By bank transfer
· By cheque
· By cash
If you wish to make payment in person, please visit Perton Civic Centre during office hours.
Water
[image: Handwashing outline]Water supply is included in the rental charge. 
For the guidance and rules on use of water please see page 27. 
Important! The water supply is for irrigation use and is not suitable to be used as drinking water. 
Electricity
[image: Electric car outline]At the present time, electricity is not available for use on the site. 
In the future, EV electric car charging may be installed on the car park.
The Parish Council will review whether there should be an electric socket for tenants’ use located on the main car park. It must be a ‘pay to use’ because unequal use makes it unsuitable for inclusion in the rent. 
[bookmark: _Toc161650779]Contact information 
Notification address
It is important to give us full and correct information and to inform the Clerk to the Council of any change of address or other contact details as soon as practicable.
· [image: Email outline]The Parish Council need to send you important Notices and other information. If these do not reach you, you may end up losing your plot! Please note that the Parish Council is not liable for failed delivery of a Notice.
Emergency contact
Please keep your emergency contact information up to date. Please note, the Parish Council is not responsible for contacting you in an emergency. It will use its best endeavours and is not liable for failure to contact you. 
Residency requirement
If you move away from Perton Parish, you must inform The Clerk to Perton Parish Council of this within 4 weeks of ceasing to reside within the Parish. 
The decision as to the continuation of your tenancy is dependent on the current waiting list for a plot and is made at the discretion of the Parish Council.
[bookmark: _Ref161318054][bookmark: _Toc161650780]Memberships 
The National Allotment Society (NAS) 
· ‘The National Allotment Society’ is the working name of The National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners Limited (NSALG) which remains as its legal name for official business. 
[image: Open hand with plant outline]The Society is the leading national representative body for the allotment movement in the U.K. It upholds the interests and rights of allotmenteers and offers support, guidance, and advice to its members, including legal advice. It is owned, managed, and funded by the members, who have the right to vote at its AGM.
Please visit its website for full information on all the services it offers and browse the comprehensive growing advice and tips on its pages and in the downloadable resources’.
· https://www.nsalg.org.uk/ 

Membership
The Parish Council will rely on guidelines provided by NAS for the running of allotments and the keeping of the site. 
· Every tenant has the option to become a member of the NSALG, it is not compulsory to join. 

National Allotments Week
[image: Bunting outline]NAS pioneers the National Allotments Week during which allotment holders are encouraged to throw open their gates and show off their sites to highlight the social, health and environmental benefits of having an allotment. 



[image: Beehive outline]British Beekeepers Association (BBKA)
If you hold a Permit to keep a beehive on your plot or on the site, you will be required to be a member of the BBKA. 
· https://www.bbka.org.uk/
As you will see from its website, it is the leading association for beekeepers in the UK and offers comprehensive advice on bees and the successful keeping of them. 
It was founded in 1874 as a national umbrella organisation for beekeeping association. It now represents hundreds of thousands of beekeepers across the country. It works to support education around honeybees, while actively campaigning to raise awareness of threats to pollinators. 
For further information on obtaining a Permit to Keep Bees for our site, please see the Beekeeping Section in Part Four of this Rulebook. 

BBKA Public & Product Liability Policy 
[image: Bee outline]This is an insurance specially designed for beekeepers and beekeeping. It is run through the British Beekeepers Association (BBKA). It provides third party public liability insurance and product liability insurance. 
· Please see https://www.bbka.org.uk/insurance
You are required to take a subscription to this insurance if you keep a beehive on our site. 
You may also be interested in taking out its insurance against loss from bee diseases. Up to 3 colonies are included in the basic subscription. 
· See https://www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk/







[bookmark: _Toc161650781]Determination of tenancy 
This section explains the ways in which your tenancy for the plot can be ended, the procedure for a notice to quit, and the rules for vacating the plot.
[bookmark: _Ref161141311]Termination by the tenant
You can give up your allotment plot at any time by delivering a written Notice to Quit to the Parish Council.
Your notice period is one month. Please make sure you put a notice in before the start of April to avoid payment of the annual rent on 1st  May. 
[image: Signature outline]It is helpful to the Parish Council to know of your intention to terminate when you first decide upon it. This enables us to find a replacement tenant to take over your plot whilst it is still in a good state of cultivation. It also enables you to discuss with that tenant the transfer of any structures or other belongings if you wish to do that. Please see further the rules for vacating your plot below. 
You must put your notice to quit in writing and deliver it to the Clerk to the Council. A termination notice form for easier notification is available from the Clerk for you to use if you wish to. 
Please make sure your notice is delivered safely to the Clerk to the Council. It becomes effective when it is delivered, not when you post it, or press send for an email. You may deliver it to the Reception in Perton Civic Centre marked for the attention of the Parish Clerks Office. 
[image: Two Men outline]If you are joint tenants and are both quitting the plot, you each need to put in your notice to quit. So, if you are using the termination form, each of you must do a form and return it. 
[image: Man outline]If only one of you wants to quit, then only you should put in the notice. Your name will be removed from the Parish Allotment Register for the plot. Your former joint tenant will remain as the Plot Holder and will continue to be responsible for the plot and be bound by the tenancy as a single plot holder.
The Council is not bound to repay any portion of rent to you. However, the Council may decide to do so after consideration of your reason for quitting, and the state of upkeep of your plot, and its ability to start a new tenant on your plot. Please note that the Council always reserves its right to claim for a breach of term or condition of your tenancy agreement irrespective of the circumstances of your vacating of the plot.

[bookmark: _Ref161069891]Termination on death
In the sad event of the death of a tenant, the tenancy for the tenant will expire at that time. A joint tenant is entitled to remain as a tenant of the plot if so desired. 
The Parish Council will liaise with the executors of the estate to reach a mutually acceptable arrangement for the collection or disposal of the tenant’s personal property and belongings. 
Termination by the Parish Council
The Parish Council may serve a Notice to Quit in two different ways. 
Notice to quit giving one month to vacate the plot. 
This is served on a tenant who is in breach of a term or condition of the tenancy. It will state the reason(s) for the termination.  
The Parish Council is not required to reimburse any rent paid in advance for the remainder of the tenancy year. The Council retains the right to pursue the tenant for recompense for damage caused by the breach. 
Reasons for service of the notice include, but are not limited to, 
· Failure to pay rent within 40 days of its due date.
· Failure to complete work required to be done by a Completion of Work Notice (see further under ‘Enforcement’ at page 45).
· Abusive or threatening behaviour toward any person connected with the site. 
· A serious breach of any term or condition of the tenancy. 
· Persistent breach of any of the terms and conditions. 
Notice to quit giving 12 months to vacate the plot. 
The Parish Council may exercise this termination right at its discretion. It does not have to provide reasons for the termination. The notice to quit is served on the tenant as a notice to quit in twelve calendar months. The 12 months starts from the date of service of the Notice. The tenant remains liable to pay rent for all 12 months.
Vacation of the plot
Time
Tenants are obliged to vacate the plot by the termination date and time. 
Tenants may vacate their plot earlier than this and must inform the Parish Council if they decide to do this. 
Belongings 
[image: Delivery outline]The Parish Council does not permit additional time after the expiry date to remove belongings. You must remove everything that you want to keep by the last day of the tenancy. There is no right of return once the plot is vacated.
Belongings means those belonging to you and to your visitors. It includes plants and structures. It is your responsibility to arrange for removal and to carry it out at your own cost. 
Please note, things left on the plot are deemed as ‘abandoned’. 
· This applies to temporary or structural things so includes anything that’s left, including the plants. 
· It also applies to belongings of another as well as to your own possessions. 
Property left on the plot and deemed abandoned becomes the property of the Parish Council which has the right to deal with it in whatever way it chooses. 
Compensation on determination
Tenant’s Compensation on Determination
The Tenant shall on determination of this tenancy by the Parish Council be entitled to compensation only to the extent prescribed by Section 2 of the Allotments Act 1922 and Section 3 of the Allotments Act 1950 but not further or otherwise.
Parish Council’s Compensation on Determination
The Parish Council on determination of this Tenancy shall be entitled to recover compensation from the Tenant by virtue of Section 4 of the Allotments Act 1950 in respect of any deterioration of the Plot caused by the failure of the Tenant to maintain the Plot in a good state of cultivation and fertility.
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