District Councillors report November 2023
Written report Cllr Mrs Rita Heseltine, member for Perton Lakeside
(I was unable to attend my 2 scheduled meetings on 10.10.2023 due to personal circumstances.)
17.10.2023: Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      Planning Committee
18.10.2023: Business Continuity & Emergency Planning Group
19.10.2023:  Parish Summit. These events are extremely worthwhile as not only is there the opportunity to attend bespoke workshops but also to meet members of various organisations and other Parishes where ideas, advice, etc. can be exchanged in an informal and sociable setting. I attended workshops which covered the Cost of Living; Impacts on South Staffordshire and Carbon Awareness Training. 
23.10.2023: Councillor Introduction Course – Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association (SPCA) . This was a useful and interesting session which outlined the duties and powers of a Parish Council, the roles of Councillors , Chairmen, the Code of Conduct, the Clerk, meetings  and many other aspects of a Parish Council. (Whole Parish Council training.)
24.10.2023: Access Enterprise – Growth Hub and South Staffordshire Council. This was an event which was organised to celebrate the launch of Enterprise in South Staffordshire made possible through the Government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund. The aim is to deliver a package of support to businesses.
                   Lead Member Catch Up
                   Cabinet Weekly Briefing
26.10.2023: Licensing & Regulatory Committee. We received an update/ review on Taxi Licensing, RIPA (Regulation of Investigating Powers Act 2000) and Food Safety.
29.10.2023: Perton Parish Council Civic Sunday
04.11.2023: Litter Pick
05.11.2023: Perton Parish Council Fireworks Display. A free of charge community event. This was attended by an extremely large amount of people and covered a huge range of ages- from swaddled babies wearing ear defenders, very elderly people and everyone in between! As the crowds left we were given many compliments and thanks and a generous amount of money was collected in donations for our two chosen charities- Compton Hospice and Breast Cancer- approximately £650 at the last count. Thank you to all who made this such an enjoyable event.
06.11.2023: Licensing & Regulatory Sub- Committee
                   Community Engagement – Member Working Group. An interesting and informative meeting with plenty of discussion. The Aspire Group from the Council gave a presentation of their Community Engagement Tool. A very impressive and encouraging performance from such young people.
07.11.2023: Consultee Access – a Member Briefing Session
09.11.2023: Helped Keith Elder and Cynthia Tilley to plant 200 wildflower plugs in the meadow next to the Lower Lake and also in Penk Meadow.
                   Q2 Budget Meeting and RPP (Resource, Planning & Prioritisation) for Regulatory Services
10.11.2023: Visit of serving members of  the Prinses Irene Brigade. This event was hosted by the Parish Council and included a visit to sites within Perton where the Brigade had been stationed during the Second World War. This was followed by a talk from Angus Dunphy and then onto a buffet luncheon in the Lakeside Hall. It was a lovely occasion and the opportunity to talk to these men was excellent. I think our links to this Brigade have been re-established and I’m sure that they will be strengthened through future dialogue and events.
12.11.2023: Remembrance Sunday. It was gratifying to see so many people attend, despite the dreadful weather.
I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that Fixed Penalty Notices (FPNs)  for fly tipping and littering have been increased:-
Fly tipping: now £1,000. Duty of Care: now £600. Littering: now £500.
We are taking a zero tolerance approach to those who have a blatant disregard for our District’s environmental beauty. 
Written report from Cllr P Allen member for Perton East
I have raised concerns with Bob Taylor at SSDC on behalf of a residents. The green area at the rear of Conway Road, footpaths, overgrowth and leaves are concerning. Bob Taylor has now met him on site. Residents are concerned about the footpath connecting Edgehill Drive and the underpass. The path lights are obscured by trees which are also overhanging the path. There are several self planted trees which will cause problems when they get taller. Referred to the tree team and for pruning.
I have attended a new members’ induction course online and a Licensing and Regulatory meeting where we were told that in future licensed taxi drivers will be wearing a badge which clients can ask to see. This should improve safety.
Flooding - The area on Gainsborough Drive, Ayrton And Turner flooded again during Storm Babet. I have used social media to ask residents to contact SSDC as funding may be available if there are 50 flooded properties. SSDC had received no reports from Perton. 
Pavilion - I accompanied a surveyor on an inspection visit for the pavilion. The report will help make decisions.  I would like to stay as part of the Working Party.
I agree that solar panels should be installed on the Civic Centre.
The Christmas Party for the lonely and vulnerable can be held at the Pear and Partridge with a three course turkey lunch and a singer at a cost of £7.99 per head. Currently reserved 20+ places, deliveries can be made, needs the agreement of Council to use Community Support finding. 7th December, 1-3pm. Transport can be made available. 
Very pleased with the Dutch visit. Please ask Council to renew this invitation for next year.
Pleased to be at the Chairman's Civic Service, thank him for the hospitality and to attend the Remembrance Day Service. 
Written report from Cllr C Evans member for Perton Lakeside
10th October – Attended the Wellbeing Select Committee. Matters discussed: 
· Local neighbourhood safety initiative - I asked about the trend over the summer concerning the plastic litter bins being set fire to and burnt down. This has stopped now but is thought to be particularly a risk for the summer holidays. A review will take place ahead of then. 
· Air pollution caused by NO2 and air particulates: ▪ 
· South Staffordshire Council have various measuring devices around the District in order to monitor air pollution. There is none in Perton, where the air quality is good. 
· Transport is responsible for 41% of these types of air pollution. 27% is caused by road transport, or nearly two thirds of the total caused by transport. 
13th October - Attended the chairman’s fundraiser “Chingo Bingo” and samosa and wine to raise money for her chosen charity. 
27th October – Attended the Licensing Committee. Received an update on: 
· Taxi driver and vehicle registrations within South Staffordshire. 
· Hygiene ratings for eateries within the District. 
29th October – E-mail exchange between myself and Cllrs Dave Glynn and Penny Allen regarding overgrowth onto a footpath. Many of my contacts with residents since being elected relate to the tidiness of footpaths and kerbsides. The matter is threefold: 

1. The most pressing concern is overhanging shrubbery either from a bush on the side of the public footpath or a neighbouring property. 
2. That litter is gathering on the side of the paths. The Parish Council’s litter warden and Parish Litter pick have helped with this. 
3. There are a number of weeds growing down the kerbsides of many cul-de-sacs. 

2nd November – Pre-call of the Community Engagement panel. A call in my capacity as vice-chairman with the chairman and two officers leading the panel. 
6th November – Community Engagement panel: Received a presentation from South Staffordshire Council’s talent program, Aspire, on the Community Engagement Toolkit that they have developed. The Toolkit will be a “One-stop shop” for consultations and surveys that the Council is running. The objective is to improve response rates from residence by making it easier for them to reply to consultations. 
This was also a good opportunity for councillors and officers to come together to work towards a common goal. I was able to speak to several of the officers who gave the presentation about their backgrounds and their career in the Council. 
8th November – Attended a training session of the system where District councillors receive consultations concerning planning applications in their area. I was able to ask a question on the development of this system, which in the future will involve the dimensions of new buildings. This will make it easier for consultees to see that the dimensions of extensions comply with regulations 

Written report from Cllr P Davis member for Perton Wrottesley
Since my last report I have attended meetings listed and taken various queries from Ward residents as shown.
October 17th, I sat as a member of the Planning Committee at SSDC
18th October I visited a resident in Pattingham Road who is concerned about speeding traffic. I am pleased to say that a new Speed watch site has now been approved in the area.
October 19th, I attended the Parish Summit at SSDC
October 23rd, I removed the summer bedding from the late Queens memorial tubs and replanted with bulbs and spring flowering plants.
November 4th Community litter pick day. Due to the bad weather only 4 people attended.
November 5th, I joined other Councilors at the Parish fireworks display.
November 6th, I joined the working group for Community Engagement at SSDC
November 10th, I joined other councilors to welcome representatives of the Princess Irene Regiment to Perton.
In addition to the above events, I am pleased to report that the footpaths at Kingswood have now been reinstated thanks to a joint venture by Staffordshire County Council and SSDC.
Needless to say the residents are very pleased.
I have received a number of comments from concerned residents regarding the number of geese affected by Angel Wing. I would appreciate the Parish Council increasing the awareness to all residents, particularly the ones who feed bread to the wildlife around the lakes.
As we all know feeding the geese with bread will have a big influence on the rat population.
I have managed to escalate a problem with trees on the highway in County Lane on behalf of a resident and we now await further progress on this matter
Other comments:
Footpaths in the woods are in the program of works to be 
A41 footpath from traffic lights to Kingswood have been cleared.  The A41 to the Wolverhampton boundary also needs clearing. 
Angel wing – any ideas of how to educate the public not to feed the geese bread.  The schools could be approached to pass the message on.

