District Councillor’s Reports – December 2024 
Christopher Evans member for Perton Lakeside 
I have dealt with or attended the following in the period 11th November 2024 to 8th December 2024: 
11/11/2024 - Attended the Remembrance Day service at South Staffordshire Council. 
12/11/2024 – Attended Planning Training on material planning considerations. 
12/11/2024 – Attended Overview and Scrutiny: Approved the commencement of the tender process for the new waste collection service commencing 12/11/2024. 
14/11/2024 – Attended the Parish Summit. Discussed the following: 
· An introduction outlining some of the uncertainties arising from the new Government’s priorities following the General Election. These include:  
· A definition of Grey Belt land for planning purposes.   
· The future of Right to Buy and Business Rates. 
· Added security for events held at village hall type venues. 
· Simpler recycling from 1st April 2026. o 	Affordable housing requirements. 
· Green energy policy o 	Full gigabit fibre/%G coverage.
· UK Shared Prosperity Fund extended for 2025/2026.
·  Extended Household Support Fund. 
· Walking and cycling routes.  
· Community Safety Partnership: Pressed Chief Inspector Tim Norbury to improve communication with Parish Councils by way of once again allowing PCSO attendance at Parish Council meetings. He said there would be improvements to communications with Parishes from February 2025. 
14/11/2024 - Mandatory planning training with Helen Benbow, training development manager. I am now qualified to sit on the Planning Committee. 
19/11/2024 - Attended Planning Committee. 
20/11/2024 – Attended the Allotment Committee. 
25/11/2024 - Meeting with Dianne Firkins and colleague from County Highways. The following matters were discussed: 
• 	The traffic island by the entrance to Wrottesley Village: 
· The possibility of a zebra crossing where a footpath exits Wrottesley Village approximately thirty yards south of the island. This would cost approximately £30,000. The County could use the highways budget given to each division annually of £7,000 for one year. The Parish would have to fund the rest. 
· That road markings be put on the road to indicate which lane a vehicle would have to be in. County Highways does not have the budget for this. 
· The traffic lights on the A41: 
· Whether the lane for the left-hand turn could be lengthened to allow more cars to filter into it and reduce queuing. Diane to take away. 
25/11/2024 – Attended a briefing on the Medium-term Financial Strategy. 
26/11/2024 - Attended planning training concerning the five-year land supply. 
26/11/2024 - Overview and Scrutiny Committee: Discussed amongst other things the Disabilities Facilities Grant, which provides grants and works to assist disabled people in their homes, and the work being done to reduce the waiting time for these grants and works. 
27/11/2024 - Meeting with Andrew Bretton of the Flood Aware Informed Resilient (FAIR) project. Attended between the inflow of the Penk into the Upper Lake and the main road to the front of The Pear and Partridge. Rivers find a natural pathway. They are supposed to meander and flow around low-levels of vegetation, which slow them down and prevent flooding. However, they cannot be overly obstructed. The priority areas to keep clear are: 
· the outflows from the lakes, i.e. Upper Lake, this is the area from where the Penk departs from the lake to the bridge carrying the perimeter footpath over the Penk. 
· larger trees and tree roots. 
27/11/2024 – Recommended the renewal for a further three years of the taxi licensing partnership with the City of Wolverhampton Council, which sees the latter administer this regime on behalf of South Staffordshire Council, to full council on 10th December 2024. 
28/11/2024 - Attended the Audit & Risk Committee. The highlights are as follows:  
· Examined South Staffordshire Council’s end of year financial accounts for the year ending 31st March 2024. The external auditors gave the Council a glowing report, saying that the officers were easy to work with and were prompt with requests for information. 
· South Staffordshire Council (and indeed Perton Parish Council) will be liable to pay the increase to the Employer National Insurance Contributions (ENICs). However, South Staffordshire Council should receive a grant from central government to cover the cost of this. 
· The above inflation/average earning hike to the National Living Wage of 6.7% to £12.21 per hour is putting pressure on local councils. The Government did not indicate a medium- or long term plan for hikes to the National Living Wage. 
28/11/2024 - Attended the Locality Forum. The highlights of this: 
· Perton Councillors promoted Perton Library. 
· The new CCTV erected by the park is helping cut crime in Perton. 
· Funding opportunities have been delivered in Perton. 
· There is going to be an Open Space Protection Order put in place in Perton. “Councils can use PSPOs to prohibit specified activities, and/or require certain things to be done by people engaged in particular activities, within a defined public area.” (Local Government Association) to assist with controlling anti-social behaviour. 
· Some notice boards in Perton need replacing. Could these be numbered and linked, i.e. a Parish trail? 
03/12/2024 - Attended the Finance Committee of Perton Parish Council. 
03/12/2024 - Attended the Wellbeing Select Committee: 
· Received a report from Relate Birmingham and Black Country on the domestic abuse programmes they operate. If a councillor comes across a resident who could benefit from this service, they should Google “Relate Birmingham and Black Country” for referral information. 
· Received a report from the South Staffordshire Community Safety Partnership: 
· The focus of the partnership over the next twelve months: 
· Cross-border vehicle crime 
· Serious violence – including domestic abuse and violence against women and girls. 
· Anti-Social Behaviour 
· Perception vs Reality 
· Fraud 
· Rural crime 
· Road safety 
· Community cohesion 
· Drug use and drug dealing 
· Health and Wellbeing: Mental Health in young people and adults, whole life disability and neurodisability. 
· The aim of the Partnership for the year 2024/2025 is:  
· to reduce all recorded crime by 2%. 
· To reduce anti-social behaviour by 3%. 
· To maintain the high level of feeling of safety during the day at 88% and improve the feeling of safety after dark at 67%. 
· The latest crime statistics for South Staffordshire: 
· Overall crime is down 9%. 
· Burglary of residential dwellings is down 8% to 210 crimes. 
· Burglary of business premises is down 25% to 112 crimes. 
· Theft from Motor Vehicle is down 17% to 146 crimes. 
· Theft of motor vehicle is up 11% to 322 crimes. 
· Domestic abuse is down 13% to 1677 incidents. 
· Serious violence is down 11% to 930 incidents. 
· Incidents of anti-social behaviour is down by 20% to 650 incidents. 
· Criminal justice outcome rate is 22% ahead of a target of 16%. 
· Stop-and-search outcome rate is 60%. 
· Raised the issue of drug-use in Perton, both in the Centre and in the woodlands bordering ourselves and Tettenhall Wood. Additional teams are being sent to Perton to deal with this. 
· Received a presentation here and at the Parish Summitt from the Welfare Support Overview team, who offer support to households who are experiencing financial difficulties. 
07/12/2024 - Supported Perton Christmas Fair. It was good to see this well attended, despite the poor weather conditions. 


Phil Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley.
Below is a summary of meetings and other events I have taken part in since my last report to Parish.
Tuesday November 12th Planning procedural updates and training.
Tuesday November 12th I sat as a member of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
Wednesday November 13th I attended the residents meeting of the Silver Poplars residents association.
Thursday 14th November I attended a pre app digital meeting with planning officers and applicants for a proposed new project within my ward.
Tuesday 19th November I attended a Planning application call in procedure held in the Council Chamber.
Also on the 19th I sat as a member of the Planning Committee. Several applications were discussed and approved.
Wednesday 20th November I chaired a meeting of the Parish Allotments Committee.
Thursday 21st November I attended a virtual meeting re the Local Plan updates proposed by Central Government.
This meeting was preceded by a meeting of the Friends of Perton Library Chaired by Councillor Elder.
Monday 25th November I attended a Teams meeting re the MTFS (Medium Term Financial Strategy ) of SSDC.
Tuesday 26th I attended a training session re Tilted balance and planning decisions. This was followed by an Overview and Scrutiny meeting.
Wednesday 27th November I attended a Members Transport Summit directed by officers from officers of Staffordshire County Council
Thursday 28th November I took part in a virtual Locality Forum.
Tuesday December 3rd I took part in the monthly Parish Finance Committee meeting Chaired by Councillor Glynn,  
Before tonight’s meeting I took part in a Working group Digital meeting the subject of which was A/I Digital.
As well as the items above I have had a number of meetings with planning officers and residents regarding various subjects of Planning  enforcement and related items.
Penny Allen District  member for Perton Lakeside.
My SSDC report which is as follows:
1. I attended the Parish Summit and went to workshops on grant funding and policing.
I have been successful in getting an application for those alone at Christmas meals, also in one for the Wellbeing Café which will allow the Church to have contributions for the heating and provide a possibility for extra meetings.
For policing the Inspector admitted that communication has been a weakness that he will now address. Statistics for all crimes are generally down but he has increased numbers of police and they are now gaining experience. He will not be appointing more PCSOs as they lack powers.
1. Local Plan- there have been several communications about this, and it will be submitted this month. Obviously, there are now increased housing numbers that are not currently allowed for.
1. Finances are currently healthy and there is enough in reserves to pay for the increase in Nat.Insurance and the Living Wage increase.
1. Locality 4 Forum. 2106 residents survey forms were completed on opinions on living in S Staffs, plus 96 partners and 236 face to face surveys, 83 from younger people.
An organisation called Audience Strategy is looking at cultural strategies, including use of libraries, historic assets, archives and the arts. There are 43 libraries, 27 of which are managed by community groups. 
£83m in funding is to be spent on Cannock Chase, Chasewater and the Staffordshire Way. I have again asked with colleagues for a new board to illustrate the airport layout on the Staff Way and spoke about the visit of the Dutch Regiment, which was excellent again, thanks to Keith.
Tourism was mentioned and our need for information boards.
There will be 3 priorities for the next phase, ASB in Perton, dog fouling, school parking. Support Staffordshire is talking about paying for the installation of key safes to support those leaving hospital with care workers.
I have asked about the possibility of using SLVT minibus with Meg Barrow, Chair of Codsall PC to facilitate better transport between our villages.
1. Report from Ryan Taylor re flooding. Unfortunately I was unable to attend this due to a crisis in the diocese but Ryan has written to me…
I’ll keep you posted on feedback from the meeting.  In the main, we went for a stroll along the Penk and Andrew Brett pointed out a few flood risk issues in terms of maintenance onsite that we as a council, will need to address.  The walk went from the Upper Lake to the Lower Lake and on into Penk Meadow.  There was talk of looking at the section by the pavilion but I think time got the better of Andrew on the day (I had to leave after a couple of hours to get onto the school run).
Either way, Andrew has said that he’ll walk the site again on his own to draw up some detailed notes of recommendations for works.  He’ll then prepare a mini report which he expects to be able to share in the new year.  I’ll obviously keep you posted as soon as I hear anything else.
