District Councillors report June 2025
Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
Since the last Parish Council meeting I have attended the following:
13.05.2025: Annual Council Meeting -South Staffordshire District Council.
During this meeting members are informed of the appointments made by the Leader to the Cabinet, to each of the Committees and representatives to serve on outside bodies. The political balance is maintained. However, the ceremonial part of this meeting is the election of the Chairman of the Council and the Vice Chairman. I am pleased to say that the Chairman of the District Council for the municipal year 2025-2026 is our very own Councillor Phil Davis. He is extremely proud to have been elected and I know that he will do a superb job. And, yes, he is still speaking to me after some of the revelations about him in my nomination presentation!
15.05.2025:  Member Support Training – One Stop Shop
20.05.2025:  Catch Up- Lead Member Briefing
                     Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      Planning Committee
21.05.2025:  Business Continuity & Emergency Planning Committee
22.05.2025:  Parish Summit.
A very well attended event where Officers, District Councillors, Parish Councillors, Parish Clerks, Outside Bodies and Partners have the opportunity to come together to discuss and exchange information. The presentations at this summit were:
 A presentation given by Dave Heywood, Chief Executive, on the Local Government Re-organisation.
Followed by a choice of workshops:
Engaging with our Communities post Local Government Re-organisation
Community Governance Review
Rural Housing
Shrewsbury Town Council
You had the choice of one workshop before the coffee break and a different one after. I am pleased to say that Perton was very well represented and I think that between us we covered all of the workshops.
                     Governance /Constitution Refresher – Member Training
27.05.2025:  Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      Local Government Re-organisation Update
                      Overview & Scrutiny Committee. 
As a Cabinet member I can only attend, if I wish to do so, O&S meetings as an observer. I thought it important to attend this particular meeting as there was a presentation relating to flooding given by Andrew Bretton . It was in October 2024 that several of us walked round Perton with Andrew to discuss our flooding problems. It has taken until now to formulate some plans and a sum of £997,000 has been set aside but this is a lengthy and ongoing process.  
03.06.2025:  Catch Up – Lead Member Briefing. After a discussion with Mark Jenkinson, we decided that it would be useful to send an update to Parish Clerks re: Martyn’s Law. Although it has received Royal Assent it will probably be about 24 months for Martyn’s Law to be implemented. Mark has sent a very detailed letter to all Parish Clerks to inform them of the present position as we know that there is some confusion about its implementation and how this can affect Parishes.
                      Cabinet Weekly Briefing  

Cllr C Evans, District member for Perton Lakeside

12/05/2025 - Proposal received on the Public Open Space Protection Order for the centre of Perton. This will now include the woodland area adjacent to the Upper Lake as the Parish Council requested. 
13/05/2025 - Annual Council: I am serving on the same Committees as the previous year: Overview and Scrutiny, Planning, Licensing and Regulatory, Audit and Risk and Wellbeing. 
15/05/2025 – Member Support Training: 
· A view of the municipal year ahead. 
· Received a presentation on the new councillor’s “One-Stop-Shop.” This is a single website containing information from all council services that district councillors need. 
20/05/2025 - Planning Committee: Deferred a planning application in Wombourne for forty-one new homes. The committee was happy in principle with the development as it is included within the emerging local plan. However, the committee was not happy with the layout of the site because there were insufficient smaller houses, public open space provision for the size of the development and the social houses were overly segregated from the privately-owned homes (This is not desirable due to stigma arising from living in a street known to containing only social homes. 
22/05/2025 - Audit & Risk Committee: Discussed the council’s current financial position strategic risks and planned accounting methods for the forthcoming financial year. 
22/05/2025 - A refresher of the District Council’s constitution and also on Governance. One-Stop
 27/05/2025 - Local Government Reorganisation briefing: Heard how the Council – along with other Staffordshire councils – is analysing the options for local government reorganisation in Staffordshire. There are two options: both would see Soke-on-Trent, Newcastle-under Lyme and Staffordshire Moorlands form a northern Staffordshire council. The two options for the larger southern Staffordshire area comprising of South Staffordshire, Cannock Chase, Stafford Lichfield, Tamworth and East Staffordshire Council are to have one southern Staffordshire council or two councils: One comprising the existing South Staffordshire, Cannock Chase and Stafford council areas with the other made up of the existing Lichfield, Tamworth and East Staffordshire council areas. We are pushing hard for the latter option as smaller councils will benefit the residents.
The government’s six tests for effective unitary councils are as follows: 
1. A proposal should seek to achieve for the whole of the area concerned the establishment of a single tier of local government. 
2. Unitary local government mist be the right size to achieve efficiencies, improve capacity and withstand financial shocks. 
3. Unitary structures must prioritise the delivery of high quality and sustainable public services to citizens. 
4. Proposals should show how councils in the area have sought to work together in coming to a view that meets local needs and is informed by local views. 
5. New unitary structures must support devolution arrangements. 
6. New unitary structures should enable stronger community engagements and deliver genuine opportunities for neighbourhood empowerment. 
27/06/2025 – Overview and Scrutiny Committee: Received a report on flooding. Andrew Brett, the gentleman with whom we met to tour the Penk in November 2024. A project is planned to alleviate flooding along the Penk in 2028. This will cost just short of £1,000,000 and will help 103 Perton properties. No specific details were given. 
05/06/2025 – Update on Local Government Feedback: All councils in the twenty-one affected counties have been told that the 500,000 population is a guide. Lower numbers may be considered but there needs to be evidence against the six tests as set out above as well as a narrative as to the effective running of services. There also needs to be a plan for the disaggregation of services that the County currently manage.


Cllr P Davis, District member for Perton Wrottesley.
Since my last report to Parish, I have attended or taken part in the events below.
May 13th, I attended a pre-meeting with the Chief Executive of SSDC together with the Director of Legal Governance.
Following this meeting I sat as Vice Chairman at a Full Council meeting and I was elected as Chairman for the coming year.
My thanks go to Councillor Heseltine for proposing me and Councillor Evans for seconding the proposal.
Wednesday 14th May I attended the Lord Mayor of Lichfield’s banquet at Guildhall Lichfield.
Tuesday May 20th, I sat as a member of the Planning Committee at SSDC.
This meeting was preceded by an update about the forthcoming Devolution bill by the Chief Executive.
Thursday 22nd of May I sat as a member of the Asset Scrutiny Panel.  
Tuesday 27th May I had a meeting with the Chairmans PA to discuss future fundraising events.
Amongst these we are planning a table tennis marathon at the Community Hub, a skittles evening, a Burns Night supper in January all monies raised will be donated to Macmillan Nurses and the Kingswood Trust.
This was followed by Overview and Scrutiny. 
Friday June 6th, I met Mike Wood MP on a visit to Silver Poplars mobile homes park in Kingswood. 
As well as the items listed, I had a number of conversations and meetings with residents in my ward.

Cllr Mrs P Allen, District member for Perton East.
A report on a flooding meeting held at the District Council with representatives from County Council Flood team was presented to the members. 

