District Councillors report July 2025

Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
Since the last Parish Council meeting I have attended the following:
10.06.2025: Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      Basic Financial Training
17.06.2025:  Catch Up – Lead Member Briefing
                       Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                       Effective Use of Planning Conditions – Training
19.06.2025:  Code of Conduct/ Committee Etiquette Training
24.06.2025: Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      Full Council
28.06.2025:  Met with judges from the Best Kept Village & Community competition. Gave them information about what we had been doing this year and answered many questions. After this they then went off on their own to walk round the village. (They seemed impressed with our bus shelter strategy and also the fact that Perton had hosted Gardeners Question Time and that the allotments and living roofs on a couple of the shelters had been referred to on the programme.)
01.07.2025:  Catch Up – Lead Member Briefing
02.07.2025:  Business Continuity & Emergency Planning Committee
04.07.2025:  Along with fellow Councillor Phil Davis took our new County Councillor on a “walking tour” of Perton village. Still some areas left to cover!
05.07.2024:  Litter Pick. I think we had our youngest volunteer – still in his pushchair!
08.07.2025:  Cabinet
                       Cabinet Weekly Briefing
09.07.2025:  PREAPP meeting
10.07.2025:  Met with Andrew Aston from Street Scene to discuss various issues such as the brambles and nettles covering the pathways in Bluebell Walk making it difficult to walk through there without getting stung and/or scratched. This and several other concerns in the village to be addressed. We met with a resident with regards to an issue concerning overgrown vegetation affecting her garden. 
                    Cyber Security Training/Briefing

Cllr Mrs P Allen, District member for Perton East.
Farleigh Road appeal
This was refused by the Inspector who said the narrow Green Belt between the two communities should be preserved. This is in the Government’s new planning document.

Safeguarded land
Attended a pre- application meeting where the SSDC officers outlined their concerns, many of which coincided with ours. 

Met briefly with James Hodges, to be resumed at an appropriate time.

All other SSDC meetings not attended for health reasons.



Cllr P Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley 
Since my last report to Parish, I have attended or taken part in the events below. 
Tuesday June 24th, I sat as Chairman of a full council meeting at SSDC.
Sunday 29th June, I attended the East Staffordshire Mayors Civic Service. It was an event I will never forget.
Wednesday July 9th Along with other District members I attended a digital Pre app meeting for the land west of Wrottesley Park Road (South)Phase 2
Thursday July 10th, I attended Cybersecurity training at the Council chamber at SSDC
Sunday July 13th, I attended Staffordshire County Council Chairmans Civic Sunday
Monday July 14th, I attended a Planning Committee site visit to the Roughs Dimmingsdale.
In addition to the items above I had a number of meetings and conversations with residents and officers of SSDC.

Cllr C Evans District member for Perton Lakeside
10/06/2025 - Wellbeing Committee. Discussed the following: 
· Received a report from the new police Commander:  Here are the latest crime stats: 
· The number of victims accessing domestic abuse service access is up 20%. 
· Drug offences are up 76%. 
· Vehicle thefts are down 19%. 
· Robbery is up 20%. The South Staffs Railway Walk is a hotspot. 
· Knife crime is up 40%. 
· Anti-Social Behaviour is up 3%.  
· Anders Square is a hotspot of public disorder. 
· Police priorities presently are as follows: 
· Protect the most vulnerable. 
· Deliver a quality investigation with a good outcome. 
· Tackling the cross-border criminality. 
· Tackle knife-crime and drugs. 
· Focus of youth-based crime. 
· An update was given on Speed Indicator Devices: This process has become more complex over time. Staffordshire County Council. are saying the posts can only be input be their authorised contractor, AIMEE. One other Parish is also waiting. 
· Project Loudmouth is a dedicated project to reduce knife-crime. 
· The Locality Health Outcome: 
	South Staffordshire has been allocated £125,000 to achieve the following objectives: 
· Enhance the overall health and wellbeing of residents by focusing on preventative measures and addressing health disparities. 
· To align primary and secondary prevention: Integrate efforts across different levers of care to provide a seamless and effective health and care experience. 
· To deliver systematic, measurable change: Implement a population health measure. 
· The UK Shared Prosperity Fund: 
· Last year, the Council used this fund to deliver improvements to the Broadwalk by the Upper Lake. 
· This fund is also assisting with the provision of health programmes in leisure centres. These include: 
· Forward to Health: Three one to one sessions with an instructor over twelve weeks following a referral for a medical condition. 
· Walx: A unique mix of walking drills, strength and balance exercises. 
· Seated exercise classes. 
· 3G pitch replacements. 
 
12/06/2025 - AI Working Group: Discussed each of our experiences of AI. 
10/07/2025 – Attended a training session on cyber security. An interactive session, during which attendees had to describe what they want they would do at each stage of a Ransomware attack. This is where hackers block access to IT systems and demand a ransom. 
14/07/2025 - Attended a site visit for a proposed Battery Energy Storage System in Lower Penn. 
In addition to the above, I have dealt with a couple of neighbour disputes. Both have been referred to the appropriate agencies/departments. 
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