District Councillors report September 2025

Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
Since the last Parish Council Meeting I have attended the following. Although August/ July are usually quieter months Council business still continues through Committees and various meetings.
15.07.2025:  Lead Member Briefing - Catch Up
                    Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                     Planning Committee
16.07.2025:  Health & Safety / Safeguarding Training
17.07.2025:  Licensing & Regulatory Committee
22.07.2025:  Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      Local Government Re-Organisation Update
24.07.2025:   Local Plan Examination Update
27.07.2025:   SSDC Chairman’s Civic Sunday. As Cllr Phil Davis is Chairman of the District Council for the municipal year 2025-2026, the service was held at The Church at Perton. This was followed by a delicious luncheon hosted in our very own Lakeside Hall. A very pleasant and successful event which was enjoyed by all those who attended.
29.07.2025:   Cabinet Weekly Briefing
10.08.2025 h, I attended the First Junior Park Run event as a representative of District and Parish Council along with Cllrs P Davis and C Evans. 74 young people ran the 2k course.
12.08.2025:  Lead Member Briefing - Catch Up
14.08.2025:   Summer Ward Walk. This took place with myself, Dave Heywood (Chief Executive, SSDC), Maggie Quinn and Councillor Christopher Evans. It’s useful to be able to walk around our areas rather than to just either describe or explain through e-mails. We discussed some of the issues which we have such as road sweeping, open space maintenance and the river Penk. We explained to Dave and Maggie the work about to be undertaken with regards to the Penk but suggested that they should speak to Ryan Taylor for more information about its general state. One of the most difficult and frustrating issues is that of ownership/responsibility for various stretches of the Parkway. This uncertainty causes real headaches for both the Council and residents. We talked about Street Scene in general and in particular the extra work which has been undertaken due to the new provision of another team and supplemental days allocated to each ward. This has been much appreciated and very successful. Dave was impressed with the outdoor gym, the children’s playground and the MUGA. It was gratifying to watch youngsters using the new play equipment and enjoying themselves.
26.08.2025:  Cabinet Catch Up
27.08.2025:  Site Visit- Land North of Penkridge
02.09.2025:  Cabinet
                     Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                     Planning Committee . One of the applications to be discussed  was the subject of the previous week’s site visit. As in most cases where site visits are requested, they prove to be invaluable as actually seeing something “in the flesh”, so to speak, gives a much greater understanding of the application.

Throughout the summer break I have continued to help residents with various problems, one of which pertains to the problem of which Council is responsible for parts of the Parkway. This is so frustrating for both residents and Street Scene! 

Cllr Mrs P Allen, District member for Perton East.
Wolverhampton Council do taxi licensing, there are only 11 vehicles in South Staffordshire .  It has come to attention of other authorities, who aren’t happy as they are not notified who is working in the area and can’t easily carry out inspections.

Thank you to members that went to the Parkrun event.  It has been a real bonus to the community. 

Cllr P Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley 
Since my last report I have taken part in or attended the events below.
Tuesday July 15th, I had a meeting with the district members' support officer.
I sat as a member of the Planning Committee at SSDC
Wednesday July 16th, I took part in a Teams meeting concerning Health and Safety.
On Thursday 17th July I had my annual ward walk with Dave Heywood and Maggie Quinn.
Tuesday July 26th, I had a meeting with the district members' support officer followed by a briefing from the Chief Executive regarding the Local Government Reform Bill and its status.
Sunday July 27th, as chairman of SSDC I held a Civic Sunday at Perton Civic Centre. Members of local groups the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Sir Gavin Williamson and others took part. The event was preceded by a church service at The Church at Perton.
August 5th, I attended the Bremen 25 Memorial Service at the war graves memorial Cannock Chase.
August 10th, I attended the First Junior Park Run event in which 74 youngsters took part.
August 14th, I had a meeting with the Member support officer at SSDC
August 27th along with other members and Planning officers I attended a site visit of a proposed new development at Sycamore Close Penkridge.
September 2nd, I sat as a member of the Planning committee at SSDC.
In addition to the meetings listed I have had ongoing conversations and meetings with residents and County Councillor Hodges concerning a number of situations in my ward.

Cllr C Evans District member for Perton Lakeside

 15/07/2025 - Attended Planning Committee. The Committee approved an application for a Battery Energy Storage System in Lower Penn by one vote. 
16/07/2025 - Attended councillor training on health and safety and safeguarding. 
17/07/2025 – Attended the Licensing and Regulatory Committee. A school leaver was also in attendance, undertaking work experience. There were discussions on the following: 
· The annual policy on food standards and the food standard policy. 

· Reports on quarterly performance of taxi application processing and inspections of vehicles and drivers. 

· Taxi fees for the forthcoming year 2025/2026. These have had to be revised upwards. 

22/07/2025 - Attended a briefing concerning Local Government Re-organisation. Negotiations between the Staffordshire borough and district councils are ongoing. For this reason, much of what was presented is confidential, bar what is already in the public domain. Stoke-on-Trent will merge with Newcastle and Staffordshire Moorlands. The Southern boroughs and districts are looking at two options for the six southern districts. One option sees South Staffordshire merges with Cannock Chase and Stafford Borough to form a South Western Council. Lichfield, Tamworth and East Staffordshire would then form a South-Eastern Council. The other option sees all six councils merge together to form a super council. 
22/07/2025 – Attended the Overview and Scrutiny Committee: 
· Discussed the renewal of the “Print and Post” service for mailing out correspondence to residents. 

Received an update on the Shared Prosperity Fund. Perton received the following from this fund: The refurbishment for the Boardwalk at the top of the Upper Lake. 
For works at the Playing Fields. 


24/07/2025 - Attended a briefing regarding the ongoing public examination of South Staffordshire’s Local Plan. 
27/07/2025 - Attended South Staffordshire Council’s Civic Sunday.
31/07/2025 - Helped with the Bromford Housing clean-up day. Whilst not a District function, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank Victoria Appleby and her team for organising the clean-up day. Residents were able to throw away unwanted items, keeping the estate clean and tidy. 
09/08/2025 - Shannon Hill of Coursers Court invited me as Chairman of Perton Parish Council to attend their open day to celebrate the first anniversary of their canteen. Similar to the Bromford Housing scheme above, I wish to thank Shannon and her team for a very successful event. It is highly important that we take these opportunities as local councillors to build relationships with other organisations. 
10/08/2025 - Opened the Junior Parkrun as Chairman of the Parish. 
14/08/2025 - Annual Ward Wark: Along with Cllr. Heseltine, I walked the chief executive of South Staffordshire Council and our locality enabler, Maggie Quinn, around Perton Lakeside: 
· We showed them the small Parish gardens adjacent to the Civic Centre and on the opposite side of the pathway along with the outdoor gym and the children’s playground. 

We also showed them some of the work which has been done, including: the repair of the Boardwalk. 
the replacement of the life rings around the Upper Lake. 
The new wooden fence around the rear of the Upper Lake. 
The clearance of some overgrowth at the rear of the Upper Lake. 


23/08/2025 – Visited a resident outside her property about tidying up a piece of land opposite her. 
27/08/2025 - Site visit to the North of Penkridge (North of the Penk) for two planning applications. These are part of a strategic plan to build just over 1100 homes on these sites. The first phase has already been built. These sites are phases two and three. 
02/09/2025 - Planning Committee: 
· Approved the second phase of the development on the land north of the river in Penkridge. (NB The third phase referenced above is in the pipeline). 
· A battery energy storage box on public open space alongside the M6 in Penkridge was refused on the chairman’s casting vote. 
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