District Councillors report October 2025

Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
Since the last Parish Council Meeting I have attended the following. 
09.09.2025:   Catch Up – Lead Member Briefing
                        Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                        Local Government Re-Organisation – Member Briefing
16.09.2025:   Cabinet 
                        Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                        Fire Safety Training. A presentation outlining measures in place should there be any 		    incidents at the Hub.
                        Full Council
23.09.2025:   Catch Up – Lead Member Briefing
                        Cabinet Weekly Briefing
24.09.2025:   Business Continuity & Emergency Planning Committee
25.09.2025:   Site Visit. Members of the Planning Committee and Officers travelled to a new development at Houlton near to Rugby. Amongst other things, we looked at how development can continue to take place without impacting too much upon residents already living there.
30.09.2025:   AI Awareness Session
                        Overview & Scrutiny Committee. Although as a Cabinet member there is no requirement to attend O&S meetings as you can take no active part , I do so in order to show support for officers, fellow Cabinet members and out of interest to see how members of the Council view/react to certain topics.
02.10.2025:    My Staffs App. – Show & Tell. A demonstration by IT staff of the new My Staffs app prior to its launch. 
07.10.2025:    Catch Up – Lead Member Briefing
                          Cabinet Weekly Briefing
During September liaised with the District Council to have repairs carried out on the wooden bridge across the Penk at the Upper Lake. This work has been completed with all the boards having been replaced and 2 new posts installed.
Also: 
01.10.2025:  Councillor Phil Dvis and myself attended a meeting of the Perton Village Centre Network which is a District Council initiative. This was attended by various business owners and there were interesting and positive discussions. A follow up meeting is scheduled for November.
04.10.2025:  Attended the History/Heritage event at Perton library. So much to see and experience, a really excellent event.
09.09.2025: As a result of the above I attended the talk/ presentation titled The Ripper in your Family. This was fascinating and thought provoking.

Cllr Mrs P Allen, District member for Perton East.
Two unusual things have happened in the past two weeks.  A report of subsidence in a garden near to the playing fields.  Severn Trent have been tracing storm drains and waste water across the land.  A thorough inspection by camera has been carried out.  No one was aware of the pipe line and joins the River Penk at some point.
There is also an Oak tree on the playing fields which overhangs and affects the property.  In the past District Council have pruned it but they will not do it now.  The homeowner has been advised to obtain permission to cut it back from the Ditrict Council.  
The new waste collection vehicles are now running on vegetable oil which is good for Climate Change.  The District Council are not sure what else they can do to help the climate, they are doing everything they can think of.   However the County Council are doing a travel plan which has been out to consultation. There is no transport between Perton and Codsall. 
Cllr P Davis has asked MP Mike Woods to see if there can be a public meeting for Perton residents.  
Cllr Mrs Allen suggested that Codsall, Bilbrook and Perton could look at the possibility of using the SSLVT. This to be added to the next agenda for further discussion.

Cllr P Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley 
Since my last report I have taken part in or attended the events below.
Sept 9th Teams meeting SSDC Local government reform update.
[bookmark: _Int_lCzKVmkc]September 10th, I had a meeting with the members support officer concerning future events.
September 14th, I attended Penkridge Parish Council Civic Sunday as Chairman of SSDC
September 16th, I Attended a meeting with the Chief executive of SSDC together with the head of Director of Legal and Governance. This was followed by a full council meeting where I sat as Chairman.
[bookmark: _Int_Eu8T6zRc]September 19th, I held a skittles evening at the Community Hub in aid of my two chosen charities, Macmillan nurses and The Kingswood Trust. 
September 22nd, I attended a team's meeting, the subject was the reclassification of Green Belt and Grey Belt under the Governments reclassification of the NPPF
[bookmark: _Int_nBqcvCtI][bookmark: _Int_f2PjbQNU]September 21st, I reported the reoccurring flood on the A41 on the approach to the WPR traffic lights. Ref4454838. I received a reply this week saying that an officer has visited the location but has been unable to identify any defects that require work at this time. Hopefully County Councillor Hodges can elevate the problem, which is what the reply also emphasized. 
September 23rd, I sat as a member of the Planning Committee
[bookmark: _Int_N8tEWvbe]September 25th, I visited a recently developed Newtown in Rugby. An enlightening experience. 
[bookmark: _Int_DPZRq4K1]September 30th, I attended a talk in the Chamber re AI and its purposes and possible uses. This was followed by a meeting of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
October 1st, I attended a business forum inaugural meeting set up by SSDC.” Village centre   Network. "The purpose of which is to create a line of communication between local entrepreneurs in Perton .It was attended by 8 local business leaders.
A second meeting is planned for November.
October 9th Teams meeting about Climate Change and Carbon Awareness.
[bookmark: _Int_No57WgHL][bookmark: _Int_ELTVFa73]October 12th  I attended the Lichfield District Council Civic Sunday . This was a service at Lichfield Cathedral followed by a reception at LDC Council Offices.
In addition to the items listed,  i have had a number of meetings and conversations with residents on a variety of topics.

Cllr C Evans District member for Perton Lakeside
 09/09/2025 – Local Government Re-organisation (LGR): Received an update on Local Government Re-organisation:
· That South Staffordshire’s preferred option of splitting the County into three unitary authorities is financially sound. This would also align South Staffordshire with Cannock Chase and Stafford, the other areas with an interest in the Greater Birmingham and Black Country Housing Market Area, the Wolverhampton and Walsall Employment Area and the West Midland’s Green Belt.
· The results of the residents’ survey confirmed the following: 
· Two-thirds of residents wish to see South Staffordshire’s preferred option of the County being split into three rather than two.
· The top three priorities for the new council should be:
· Improved infrastructure
· Value for money
· Able to change things according to local need
· There is a mix of opinion among other authorities as to whether Staffordshire should be split into: 
· three as described above
· a north and south authority (which would see South Staffordshire merge with Cannock Chase, Stafford, Lichfield, Tamworth and East Staffordshire).
· a west and east authority (which would see South Staffordshire merge with Cannock Chase, Stafford and Newcastle under Lyme.
16/09/2025 – Attended Fire Safety training.
16/09/2025 - Attended Full Council. 
18/09/2025 – Attended the Audit & Risk Committee: Approved the draft end of year accounts and external audit report.
22/09/2025 - Planning training of the Green/Grey Belt: An update on what constitutes Grey Belt with South Staffordshire. We are in the top five Local Planning Authorities for Grey Belt in England.
23/09/2025 - Planning Committee: Approved three applications, all of which are included in the emerging local plan. This included the next phase of a 1,100 home development to the North of Penkridge, a new industrial park at Junction 13 of the M6 and a small housing development in Wombourne.
25/09/2025 - Visit to Houlton, Nr. Rugby: Went on a visit to Houlton, which is a new garden town about the same distance from Rugby as Perton is from Tettenhall Wood. Received a presentation and a tour around the development. The purpose of this minibus trip was to inform South Staffordshire’s own policies on planning.
30/09/2025 – AI Awareness Training: Received a presentation and Q&A on the history and present day opportunities and threats that AI presents.
30/09/2025 – Attended Overview & Scrutiny. 
02/10/2025 - My South Staffordshire App: A demonstration of functionalities of the new South Staffordshire App. This isn’t live yet. The demonstration we received was on a test system. When it goes live, the App will allow residents to report matters such fly-tipping, missed bins etc
09/10/2025 – Climate Change Training – A run through of what climate change is and how it is affecting the planet. Focused on Local Authorities role. Here are some fun facts:
· Local Authorities in the UK account for 2% of CO2 emissions. However, they have influence over 33% of CO2 emissions. This based on the Council’s responsibility for Green Space, Social housing, flood prevention, air quality monitoring.
· 1,023 tons of carbon during 2023/2024, up from 944 tons during 2022/2023.
· Using Vegetable Oil powered bin-collection vehicles instead of diesel powered, which will reduce CO2 emissions by 90%.
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