District Councillors report December 2025

Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
Since the last Parish Council Meeting I have attended the following. 
11.11.2025: South Staffordshire District Council’s Service of Remembrance held in the Council Chamber.
                      Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      Full Council
13.11.2025:  Along with Parish Councillor Dave Glynn I met with James Hodges (County Councillor), Diane Firkins (SCC Highways) and Ryan Taylor (SSDC) to have a site visit regarding the River Penk – other matters were also discussed i.e. Severn Drive and the Saint Andrew’s Drive chicane which, as everyone knows, is the bane of my life!! There was much discussion and suggestions / complaints were put forward. Some things can be resolved but others are more difficult.
18.11.2025:  Lead Member - Catch Up
                       Cabinet
                       Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                       Planning Committee
20/11/2025: Parish Summit. This was a very well attended event and I am pleased to say that Perton was well represented by the Clerk, Assistant Clerk, 3 District/Parish Councillors and 3 Parish Councillors.. There were several different workshops to choose from and between us we managed to attend each one. There was so much information and advice available and the opportunity to “network” which is invaluable. I had requested that there be a workshop re: Martin’s Law as this can prove to be rather confusing as numbers keep changing and it is still not law. I hope that  those who attended this particular workshop found it useful and helpful. I had also asked that there be a workshop about safeguarding. It was very helpful to understand the processes involved and how to report concerns /worries you may have about children/vulnerable adults whom you are concerned about. Hopefully, there will be some more in depth work on this in the New Year. I think that everyone found the presentation by 2 representatives from Somerset Council both useful and informative. All in all, an extremely successful event.
25.11.2025:  Cabinet Weekly Briefing
27.11.2025:  Data Protection Training for Members. This is something that all members need to undertake. Those who could not be present either in the Chamber or via Teams that evening will have to go through the training brief via a slide presentation.
01.12.2025:  Member Working Group – AI/ Digital. 
02.12.2025:  Lead Member -  Catch Up
                       Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                       Local Plan – Members Meeting/Briefing. (Confidential)

Cllr Mrs P Allen, District member for Perton East.
The district council will be losing some of its money in the past pooled business rates with the County Council.  The pooling is ceasing and will £780,000 of adjustments from reserves.
Grant funding – Bilbrook council have applied for 4 cameras to survey areas from the UK SPF fund.  Is this something that could be considered for Perton.
The staff are working very hard on the local plan, 175 recommendations have been received. 
Applied for £1000 for the Wellbeing Café which will allow more trips to the Kingswood Trust and pay some rent towards the church.  Also applied for some funding towards lunch for people who will be on their own at Christmas. 

Cllr P Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley 
Since my last report to Parish I have attended the meetings and events listed below.
November 11th I attended a Remembrance Day service at SSDC
On the same day I chaired a full council meeting of SSDC. At this meeting the council approved the recommendation for the future  preferred Unitary Council as proposed by the executive.
November 17th I joined a site visit to a proposed application for a BESS (battery energy storage system)in Trysull.
Nov 21st I attended a charity afternoon tea held by the Mayor of Stoke.
Nov 26th I attended the opening of a new branch of the Tipton and Coseley Building Society in Codsall.
Dec 1st I joined a Teams meeting as part of a working group the subject being AI.
Dec 2nd I attended a meeting at the Council chamber to receive an update on the progress and current status of the SSDC Local plan. This was presented by the lead Planning Officer.
Dec 4th I hosted a Table tennis marathon at the Codsall community hub in aid of Macmillan nurses and Kingswood trust. The event was well supported by Councilors officers and the public and I am pleased to say that several hundred pounds were raised.
Dec 7th I attended a Carol service held by Stone Town Mayor, Councillor Jason Metters   at St Michael and St Wulfads Church Stone.
In addition to the items listed I had several meetings with officers and residents about various matters in my Ward.   

Cllr C Evans District member for Perton Lakeside
 18/11/2025 - Attended the Parish Council’s annual appraisal day. A big thank you to everybody for their hard work over the previous twelve months. It is very clear that everybody is rowing together for the cause! A team takes it character from its head so thank you to Becky for leading the Parish Council and Civic Centre.
18/11/2025 - Planning Committee: Determined four planning application. These included a new decking area for a pub in Penkridge, a battery energy storage system (BESS) in Ebstree, the splitting a retail unit into two at Wombourne Enterprise Park and a temporary caravan in Pattingham to accommodate a house renovation. 
20/11/2025 – Helped a Housing Association tenant with her housing arrangements. 
20/11/2025 - Audit & Risk Committee: Not much to report as most things were covered during the marathon September committee meeting. There were no changes to anything on the risk register.  
25/11/2025 - Overview & Scrutiny Committee: There were reports on the overall performance of the council, the current state of the budget – which is holding up - and a confidential session of the new waste collection contract. 
27/11/2025 - Data Protection refresher training: A brief refresher on the principles of data protection, focussing on what to do if personal information goes to the wrong person(s). 
01/12/2025 - Artificial Intelligence Working Group recommended the following: 
· Virtual Assistant to answer queries and work through online forms. 
· Ensure the most up to date policies: ▪ Are they present? 
· Are they up to date? 
· Has the revision date expired? 
· Use in democratic processes – Collects large amounts of information and then poses different questions according to the AI analysis. 
· Small group training sessions for all councillors. 
02/12/2025 - Wellbeing Committee: 
The Community Safety Partnership gave the following updates on crimes: 
· There were 5848 vehicle crimes in 2023, which is down to 5466 vehicle crime to the end of November 2025. 
· There have been 108 cases of domestic abuse to the end of November in 2025, which is up 150 on 2023.  
· There have been 856 reports of anti-social behaviour to the end o November, up on 726 reports for the whole of 2023. This is due to the use of bikes in another part of the District. Many perpetrators have an underlying criminality. 
· Perception of crime in the day is 91%, up from 88%. (Apologies, I didn’t catch the night figures). 
The Council has received funding to work on falling due to frailty. 
02/12/2025 - Local Plan update: Attended a confidential update to how the current Local Plan is progressing as well as the preparations for the new one, which must be completed within thirty months of the Plan currently going through adoptions being completed. 
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