District Councillors report February 2026

Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
Since the last Parish Council meeting I have attended the following:
13.01.2026: Lead Member Catch Up
                    Cabinet Weekly Briefing
14.01.2026: PREAPP meeting re: proposed development 
19.01.2026: Attended a meeting prior to the Licensing & Regulatory Committee meeting scheduled for 22.01.2026. This took place between the main Environmental Health Officer, the Chairman of the L&R Committee and myself as Environmental Health falls within my Cabinet portfolio.
20.01.2026: Cabinet
                     Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                     Overview & Scrutiny Committee
22.01.2026:   Along with several other Councillors I took part in a visit to Veolia at Four Ashes. So interesting and a real eye opener to witness what happens to the grey bin rubbish collected from our District. The lifting of the rubbish is controlled by two men who use computerised technology to control the grabbing gear – rather like a giant version of the grabbers in amusement arcades! There are also banks of CCTV covering the massive area where the rubbish is tipped from the lorries. This is monitored at all times. The whole set up is very reminiscent of the bridge of the Starship Enterprise! (If you’re not into Star Trek the comparison will mean nothing to you!) We went on a tour of the whole plant- very informative and interesting. Some of the items which are discarded present a very real danger. Large gas cannisters which are put in grey bins will explode. We were shown the remains of one of these – it looked just like a twisted, jagged mortar case picked up from a battlefield. Frightening.

Licensing & Regulatory Committee. We received an update and presentation re: taxi licensing. This is a regular item. 
Tree Stock Training: A really fascinating presentation given by Darren Allen and Ryan Taylor with regards to the trees within our District. To date 100,000 trees have been surveyed. The Council owned tree asset amounts to approx. £1.2 billion but this is not cashable. There is a 3 year cyclical regime for inspection unless, of course, there are any issues/concerns and a tree needs to be inspected more frequently. Each inspection includes location, species of tree, crown spread, height, diameter, circumference and condition. A truly mammoth task when you consider how many trees we have! Trees help mitigate flooding- not enough included in new developments. The presentation was scheduled for an hour but it was so interesting that the majority of us who attended would gladly have stayed for another hour!
27.01.2026: Lead Member Catch Up
                       Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                       Local Plan /Central Edge
                       Planning Committee
30.01.2026:    Along with 3 other Parish Councillors I met with Emma Sharp who is the Community Flood Officer with Severn Trent. It was a very worthwhile site visit as it’s far better to actually to see the locations where we have flooding problems/issues rather than just relying on maps and photographic evidence. The fact that there had recently been quite a lot of heavy rain helped to highlight/demonstrate what we have to cope with. In many ways we were “singing from the same hymn sheet” when it came to mitigation and problem solving. Watch this space.
03.02.2026:   Cabinet
                        Cabinet Weekly Briefing
Over the course of the previous weeks I have also reported numerous potholes and highway issues. In the comments section I have questioned where the suggestions for comparative measurements come from. Frankly I find these ridiculous. Who would compare the length of a pothole to a dinner plate or dining table, or the depth to a golf ball, tennis ball or can of pop? As I said, ridiculous!

Cllr P Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley 
Since my last report I have taken part in the events below.
Wednesday 14th January Along with the other Perton members I took part in a confidential Pre app meeting for the proposal for 700 homes on land next to Pattingham road.
Thursday 22nd January I joined a virtual meeting on the subject of tree stock in South Staffordshire.
Tuesday 22nd January I attended a Holocaust Remembrance Service organized by Telford and Wrekin Council
Tuesday 22nd January I attended an update session regarding the SSDC Local Plan progress.
Tuesday 22nd January I sat as a member of the  planning committee at SSDC 
Wednesday February 4th I attended a meeting of Perton Village Centre Network which is for Perton based businesses to connect and work together and help improve Perton. This group has been instigated by SSDC.
In addition to the previous items I had a number of conversations and meetings with residents concerning planning queries and the condition of the roads in and around my ward.

Cllr C Evans District member for Perton Lakeside
14/01/2026 - Attended a Pre-App for the proposed development of seven hundred homes behind Edge Hill Drive.
20/01/2026 - Attended Overview and Scrutiny. Discussed the Medium-Term Financial Strategy. The Government South Staffordshire is classed as a better-off area. Consequently, the Government is going to be re-distributing our business rates to less well-off areas under the Fairer Funding Review (or Unfair Funding Review). This has put pressure on our finances. However, the Government has introduced a “funding floor” to ensure that no council’s funding will drop below a certain level. South Staffordshire Council is in this position. Our financial position remains sound.
22/01/2026 - Attended a visit to Staffordshire County Council’s waste energy generation facility in Four Ashes. This facility generates electricity by burning waste that cannot be recycled.
About 3% of waste still goes to landfill.
An important point for any litter pickers. Gas canisters, vapes and laughing gas cannisters should not be picked up and put in a general black bag. They can cause fires.
22/01/2026 - Attended the Licensing and Regulatory Committee: Approved maintaining the fees for drivers applying for taxi licenses for either themselves or their vehicles the same apart from a couple of exceptions, which will see very small increases.
22/01/2026 - Attended a presentation on the maintenance of trees:
• The Asset value of a tree is calculation on the tree’s vital statistics! i.e. height and diameter.
• South Staffordshire’s trees sequestered 880 tonnes per year.
• The relevant legislation is the Land Occupiers Liability act 1957 and 1984.
27/01/2026 - Attended Planning Committee, which deferred a development in Wombourne because the nearest bus service was 900 metres (990 yards) from the centre of the development.
The Committee approved the remaining applications, including a large development to the north of Penkridge and a smaller housing development in Brewood.

Chairman’s Councillor Report
15/01/2026 - Attended this year’s Harlequin’s Pantomime representing Perton Parish Council. A very entertaining evening with some top jokes and music.
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