District Councillors report March 2026

Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
Since the last Parish Council meeting I have attended the following:
10.02.2026:  Lead Member Catch Up
                        Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                        New Local Plan Workshop for a New Settlement
12.02.2026:   Localities Forum
17.02.2026:   Licensing Sub-Committee
                        Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                        Planning Committee
24.02.2026:   Lead Member Catch Up
                        Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                        Full Council
25.02.2026:   Business Continuity & Emergency Planning Committee
26.02.2026:   Local Government Re-Organisation – Finance & Governance Presentation
03.03.2026:    Cabinet Weekly Briefing
Draft NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework) -Council Response & Discussion..
05.03.2026:       Finance – MTFS Training. A really interesting and informative session about budget setting and monitoring including the role of the Responsible Financial Officer (the Section 151 Officer), the role of Councillors and sources of funding.
Have dealt with several issues including liaising with SSDC to have the overgrown hedging along the walkway connecting St.Andrews Drive to Formby Avenue cut back. This was completed on 10.02.2026. One of the potholes at the pedestrian crossing point on the St. Andrews Drive chicane has been filled in but apparently nothing else needs to be done at present! Needless to say I have reported all the issues again. A rather squelchy but enjoyable Saturday morning(28.02.2026) along with Keith, Judith, Nigel, Penny and her husband David and Paul Chapman was spent planting trees at the playing fields.

Cllr P Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley 
Since my last report I have taken part in the events below.
Feb 10th Local Plan Workshop Where together with planning officers and others a vision for the prospect of a brand-new settlement was discussed.
On February 12th, I took part in the South Staffs virtual locality forum.
On February 19th, I had a meeting with the members support officer forthcoming Civic Functions.
February 20th, I joined a meeting with Mike Wood MP and others in response by residents in Wrottesley village regarding water pressure problems in their homes. 
On February 24th, I took part in a meeting with the chief executive of SSDC and the Monitoring Officer in preparation for a full council meeting at SSDC.
February 26th Along with other members I took part in a digital meeting which was an LGR (Local government reform update)  
On February 28th, I attended a charity concert at the Garrick Theatre Lichfield. The concert was a production by the Chairman of Lichfield District Council.
Tuesday March 3rd.I took part in a Teams meeting concerning the response by SSDC officers to the draft consultation published by the Government concerning NPPF (National planning policy framework)
Thursday March 5th, I attended a charity event at   Walsall Grosvenor Casino organized by the Mayor of Walsall as part of the “Best of Walsall Charity “
Monday, March 9th. attended a Commonwealth Day service at SSDC.
In addition to the events above, I had meetings and discussions with residents and others, several of which were related to drainage problems due to the recent rainfall.

Cllr C Evans District member for Perton Lakeside
10/02/2026 - Attended an update on the development of the local plan for South Staffordshire. 
17/02/2026 - Attended the Planning Committee. Approved a new housing development in Coven. 
23/02/2026 - Met a resident regarding a potential fly-tipping incident. 
24/02/2026 - Attended Full Council. Approved the budget. 
26/02/2026 – Attended the first in a series of briefings on Local Government Reorganisation. Please note that everything stated below is subject to change. 
· The election for the new shadow authority is expected to be held on Thursday 6th May 2027 with the inaugural meeting of the same a couple of weeks later. 
· There has recently been a legal challenge concerning the cancellation of elections. The legislation bringing in the new authority is likely to cancel the election for South Staffordshire District Council due in May 2027. This cancellation will be supported in law. The argument that people are being denied their vote is significantly weaker if people are voting for the new council. However, if there’s a delay to bring in the new unitary authority, it is now more likely that the District Council will have to have elections in May 2027. 
· The twenty other counties across the country undergoing re-organisation are in the same boat. The below is a snapshot (I have not looked at all twenty counties) aimed at providing re-assurance that we are not alone in Staffordshire in our concerns: 
· The other two West Midland counties undergoing local government reorganisation - Warwickshire and Worcestershire - are debating whether to go into a single county-wide unitary or to split into two unitary authorities covering the north and south of those counties. In both cases, the County Council and one district are proposing the county-wide unitary while the other districts are proposing the two-way split. 
· As we have Newcastle-under-Lyme borough wanting to have their own unitary authority, Cambridgeshire have Huntingdonshire who also want to do this. 
· As there is concern in Staffordshire areas about being placed with Stoke, every council in Leicestershire except Leicester City Council has proposed leaving Leicester City Council on its own. 
· As the Staffordshire Moorland’s Council proposes splitting up the existing boundaries of Stafford Borough and East Staffordshire Borough between a north Staffordshire and a South Staffordshire split for Staffordshire. Cambridgeshire, Derbyshire, Gloucestershire, Lancashire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Kent and Hampshire all have a similar option on the table. 
03/03/2026 – Attended a briefing on South Staffordshire Council’s response to a government consultation on changes to the National Planning Policy Framework. The lowlights from this are as below. Everything stated is in the public-domain as part of the consultation: 
· Moving to a rules-based rather than a policy-led system.
· The duty to co-operate (with West Midland boroughs in our case) is being removed. 
· The density of new-build residential development within a fifteen-minute walk of a railway station is increasing by 30%! A minimum of two trains per hour must serve the station for it to qualify under this. Currently, neither Codsall nor Bilbrook would qualify. 
· 10% of new development must be on sites of less than 1 hectare. A further 10% must be on sites between 1-2.5 hectares. 
· Green fields within a development boundary are ripe for development. This is particularly pertinent to small areas of green fields within a hamlet. 
· The density of new-build residential development within a fifteen-minute walk of a railway station is increasing by 30%! 
· New national standards for drainage will be introduced to help prevent flooding. 
· Policies to mitigate the risk from wildfires will be introduced. 
· Developments enhancing the High Street are to be supported. 
· Renewable energy schemes are to be supported. 
05/03/2026 - Attended finance training on how South Staffordshire’s Council is set. 
Cllr Mrs P Allen, District member for Perton East.
1. Parish Council elections will take place next year May 2027 combined with elections for the new shadow council, which will spend a year preparing for the new unitary.  Elections for the new unitary will be in 2028.
2. SSDC continues until 31/03/28
3. There is still time to respond individually to the survey into which arrangement you would prefer for the unitary authority.  The survey link is as follows: Consultations on Proposals for Local Government Reorganisation in Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent - Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government - Citizen Space
4. As you can see the N/S and E/W split has so many councillors there will be a problem finding a building 
	
	Cannock
	South Staffs 
	Stafford Borough
	South East Unitary 
	Northern unitary 

	
	21
	24
	27
	
	

	Total
	
	72
	
	66
	90

	North/South total 
	172
	
	
	
	

	East/West total 
	168
	
	
	
	

	Currently 
	438
	
	
	
	



National Planning Policy Framework
New planning framework which is a version not like the last one! SSDC has sent a response and some elements are partly sensible, some are not. Still concern about Grey belt, see Chris’ report has more details
Finances
No more money is coming from the Govt for general community use.  The strategic Development Fund money has helped us with extensive paths on the playing fields and improvements to the Pavilion.  Thanks to Judith and Becky who have worked on the grant forms.  I have asked whether more money can be made available this year using SSC reserves before the change in local Govt.
The 7th change in arrangements for finances from central Govt has just arrived and the finance team are coping with continual changes.
David and I helped with the group planting trees on the playing fields. 
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