District Councillors report April 2026

Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
10.03.2026: Licensing & Regulatory Sub-Committee
                    Lead Member Catch Up
                    Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                    All Member Food Waste Briefing
A new food waste collection service for all households will be launching in June 2026. This is a Government requirement. Each household will receive a kitchen caddy (light grey), an outdoor caddy (brown) and a roll of liner bags to fit the kitchen caddy. Full liner bags should be put in the outdoor caddy which will be emptied weekly on your normal bin day. I’m pleased to say that paper copies of the bin calendars/ waste & recycling guide are in the process of being delivered to each household. There’s lots of information about the food waste collection, what can/can’t be recycled and what can/can’t be put in the grey bin. Good news that we can now recycle cartons once again and that large cardboard placed next to the blue bag will be collected. The procurement of new/suitable lorries, the caddies, etc and the logistics of collection with as little disruption as possible has been a mammoth undertaking for the relevant team.
11.03.2026:  Met with Perton Business Partners at the Mount Golf Club.
12.03.2026: Planning Enforcement – Training & Updates. A very interesting and informative  session. Just a few points from the  comprehensive presentation.
     * protects the natural & built environment from inappropriate development
     * the “Police “ of the planning system, not the Police of the Council
     *investigate  alleged breaches
     * planning enforcement action is discretionary and it must be expedient and in the public interest to take formal action.
17.03.2026: Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                    Planning Committee
18.03.2026:  Local Government Reorganisation – Internal Preparation. The Process Internally from January 2025 to date.
24.03.2026:  Lead Member Catch Up
                     Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      LGR – Assets Briefing
26.03.2026:   Central Edge. This is a proposed multi million pound joint economic growth zone between Wolverhampton and South Staffordshire which should provide several thousand jobs in technology and manufacturing in the future.
27.03.2026: I attended the SSDC Chairman’s Civic Dinner which was held at the Hub, Codsall. It was a very pleasant evening with good food, good company and, I am sure, a significant amount raised for the Chairman’s charities.
07.04.2026: Lead Member Catch Up
08.04.2026: Business Continuity & Emergency Planning Committee
During this time I have also been in contact with several residents and liaised with SSDC on their behalf. There have also been various issues which I have raised and I continue to raise highway problems with the County Council.

Cllr P Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley 
March 10th An in person update on the new food recycling and caddy system being introduced in June.
March 11th I attended a meeting of the Perton Business partners group at the Mount golf club.
March 12th I attended a Teams meeting the subject of which was Planning enforcement.
March 14th I attended a charity fund raiser by the Mayor of Newcastle under Lyme.
March 17th I attended a Planning committee meeting at SSDC.
March 18th.I attended an LGR update via Teams.
March 19th I attended a committee meeting of the Friends of Perton Library. 
March 24th LGR assets briefing via Teams
March 26th Via Teams I attended a Central Edge briefing. Central Edge being a £580 m joint economic growth zone between Wolverhampton and South Staffordshire, which was launched in2025 to create 14,000 jobs in manufacturing and technology. It connects the i54Buisiness park and the green innovation corridor. 
March 27th A civic dinner was held at SSDC and was attended by 55 guests. A substantial amount of money was raised for my two charities.  Local businesses were very generous with several donations.
April 5th I attended the Ester Sunday service at Lichfield Cathedral. This was one of the most awesome events I have attended in the last year.
April 8th I had a meeting with the Member support officer at SSDC.
In addition to the above I have held a number of conversations with residents and others. The majority of which concerned planning matters or greenspace maintenance, including a broken footbridge on land adjacent to Yew tree lane. I am delighted to report that this was repaired within 48 hours of reporting it.

Cllr C Evans District member for Perton Lakeside
10/03/2026 - Attended a briefing concerning the forthcoming rollout of the new food waste bins over the summer. Every household will get a brown bin for food waste. The lid of this bin may be locked by placing it upright. This prevents wild animals from opening the lid. Every household will also receive a smaller grey kitchen bin.    
10/03/2026 – Attended the Overview and Scrutiny Committee: 
· Received an update from the two working groups: 
· The Climate Change working group continues to meet. This group aims to reduce the Council’s carbon footprint. 
· The Artificial Intelligence working group has now concluded and reported its recommendations. This includes training for councillors and the exploration of opportunities for the use of AI in the Council’s activities while monitoring the risks. 
· Received an update on the exhausted Shared Prosperity Fund. 
17/03/2026 - Attended Planning Committee:  
· Approved four bungalows on the outskirts of Brewood. 
· Approved variations to the layout of a solar farm in Coppenhall. 
18/03/2026 - Attended briefing 2 of 3 on the subject of Local Government Reorganisation. 
23/03/2026 - Devolution Update: E-mail received confirming that the ten Staffordshire Councils have entered into dialogue with the Government on a devolution settlement for Staffordshire. 
26/03/2026 - Attended a briefing relating to the next iteration of the Local Plan, preparation for which is already underway. 
27/03/2026 - Attended the Chairman’s Civic Dinner. This raised money for Macmillan’s nurses and the Kingswood Trust. 
02/04/2026 - E-mail received confirming that every resident in Staffordshire will receive a pack regarding the new national recycling rules. This pack provides a calendar of bin collections and information on what can now be recycled.  
Chairman’s Report 
11/04/2026 – Held a luncheon in honour of all the hard-working staff at Perton Parish Council. 
Cllr Mrs P Allen, District member for Perton East.
Finances 
Preparations are continuing for the Local Govt Reorganisation. The finances are being regularly scrutinised and assets assessed for the transition. I am requesting some deliberations for parishes to have some share of the assets when they are under discussion. Our parish has already declared an interest. 
Brighter Futures 
SSDC has had a programme that used SDF funding to assist people in long term unemployment into training and work. It has been very successful but is threatened without funding, I am pressing for this to be continued with SSDC funding. 
Future developments 
The new section of i54 with Wolverhampton Council is continuing to attract interest. This may account for another 8000 jobs. Other areas are being looked at for future business development.  
Civic Dinner 
David and I attended Phil’s dinner and I won tickets for Dinosaur Golf! 
Waste Contract 
This is under new arrangements for the collection of food waste. Everyone will have a small bin for the in-house waste and a larger bin to put out for collection weekly. A roll of plastic liners for the indoor bins will be given and new rolls as asked for on demand. New waste collection schedules will be given to every household in a printed copy. Most collections schedules will remain the same but more rural ones may be changed. There are new lorries too running on hydrogenated oil. This rollout will commence soon and all bins will be delivered by the existing crews. 

HIGHWAYS 
This is a County Council matter but I have just met the new Highways engineer Keiran Marshall while out collecting some litter on the A41, 09/04/26. There are now 4 posts for Highways Engineers for the County. Keiran is responsible for South Staffs. He walked up the road to speak to me while the gulleys were being cleared on the north side of the A41. I have raised the following points with him: 
A41 pavements and road- the flooding. He has noticed the amount of litter and weeds and wants them cleared. The road drains are full of silt too. I was asked about drainage across the area and have highlighted the Wergs Hall Lake, the fishing ponds and the general levels of surface water, also the lack of a defined course for the River Penk from the woodland to the dip in the A41. 
Heath House Lane pavements and road- I have explained the flooding, the lack of a safe route to school, the breakdown of the pump which is supposed to relieve the flooding, the poor state of the road and path. 
Wergs Hall Road- I have explained the flooding there too and the lack of access to Codsall and Bilbrook and the difficulties of access to Codsall High. Also the need to divert traffic along Stafford Lane. 
Potholes 
He says that the temporary fixes are not intended to be permanent and that he has never seen roads in such bad condition. 
SOLUTION 
As the A41 is a major road and he can see the volume of traffic he wants this to be a major scheme to improve the existing roads and drainage using capital expenditure. The A41 has been top dressed to a level where the kerbs are too low. He wants new footpaths with existing paths cleared of litter and weeds and more road drains with kerb heights restored. He understands that the whole system is linked and needs improvement. He walked round the corner to look at the arrangements on Heath House Lane where flood water is pumped onto the field across the road with the agreement of the farmer which he says is also part of the problem as it can flow back. 
I have highlighted the increase in jobs at the i54, the new housing for Codsall and Bilbrook and the arrangements for the traffic from i54 to exit onto the M54. I have also asked him to speak to Andrew Brett regarding our new drainage scheme and the planning for that and the attenuation ponds for the new housing and inadequate pipe under Wrottesley Park Road and our difficulties if one of our exits is blocked into Wolverhampton. He is quick to understand our problems and we will need to keep him fully informed. He was refreshingly honest. 
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