District Councillors report May 2026

Cllr Mrs R Heseltine, District member for Perton Lakeside
14.04.2026:  Cabinet Weekly Briefing
21.04.2026:  Official opening of the Codsall Workspace which is located in the Hub and  has been funded by the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF). A co-working space has been created to support local entrepreneurs, freelancers and small businesses by providing a professional, flexible and affordable place to work and grow. Booking is essential.
                      Cabinet Weekly Briefing
                      Planning Committee
23.04.2026:  Business Partnership Celebrations. This event was held to celebrate the achievements of the UKSPF programme, highlight the positive impact and share details of future support available to local business. The event included guest speakers, success stories, programme highlights and networking. It was quite a revelation to hear of so many varied businesses operating within South Staffordshire, and I’m sure that this was only “the tip of the iceberg”!
27.04.2026:  South Staffordshire Greenbelt Assessment Findings. Member Briefing containing confidential information.
28.04.2026:  Cabinet Weekly Briefing.
30.04.2026:  South Staffordshire Community Business Support Fund.  A member briefing. Within the MTFS £1.5m has been identified and secured  for a new Community & Business support Fund proposed to aid local development and aims to build on the success of the UKSPF. The Fund is to support economic, environmental and social wellbeing improvements in local areas. Generous funds are available for each Ward  within the District. The project launches in May 2026 and applications for suitable projects will be accepted through December 2026. This is a form of legacy from SSDC  to residents due to LGR.
               Waste Service Team Update
05.05.2026:  Annual Council. It seems like only yesterday that I was proposing Phil Davis as the Chairman of South Staffordshire District Council 2025-2026! He has had a successful year representing our Council and raising funds for his chosen charities, with his Civic year culminating in attending a Buckingham Palace Garden Party last Friday (08.05.2026) The SSDC Chairman for 2026-2027 is Councillor Victor Kelly and the Vice Chairman is Councillor Martin Perry. I wish them both a successful year.
         	 I have been dealing with several local issues and attended Perton Carnival on Monday May 4th. I was unable to see much of the outside events as working on the -very successful- Bottle Stall all that is visible is a sea of people queuing for their tickets! However, it’s great fun and I can’t let the opportunity pass without thanking all those who donated bottles and/or cash. And, of course, none of this success would be possible without the sterling efforts of Ivan and Bill. ( I still maintain that they missed their calling as market traders calling out their wares!)  
           	 I attended the Science Fair at Perton Library on Saturday 09.05.2026. Lots to see and do for all the family with activities ranging from hands on experiences for children, cartoon drawing, stories, pet portraits, astronomy, Community Safety, wildlife and the environment, information about the new food waste collection and many more. 

Cllr P Davis District member for Perton Wrottesley 
Friday April 17th Mayor of Dudley Annual ball.
Tuesday 21st April Planning committee SSDC
Thursday 23rd April St Georges Court Lichfield Guildhall
Friday 24th April Mayor of Stone Charity fundraiser.
Sunday 26th April ANZAC Remembrance service Cannock war cemetery.
Monday 27th April SSDC Green belt assessment via Teams.
Wednesday 29th April Mayor of Stafford Civic dinner
Monday May 4th Rehearsal for SSDC AGM
Tuesday May 5th AGM OF SSDC
Friday 8th May I attended the Royal garden party at Buckingham palace.
Saturday 9th May I attended the excellent Science fair at Perton library

Cllr C Evans District member for Perton Lakeside
21/04/2026 - Attended the Planning Committee: Refused an application for a well-supported pub in the north of the District to make permanent a marquee that clashed with the character of the conservation area. 

In addition, we approved two applications for one and seven bungalows in the outlying areas around Wheaton Aston and Cheslyn Hay. 
22/04/2026 – Received an e-mail from the relevant officer about maintenance required on the fence-lining the Boardwalk and separating it from the Upper Lake. This work will be undertaken in due course.     There are thirty-four panels to this fence! 
22/04/2026 - Went into Wolverhampton City Council to clear up a resident’s query relating to one of their allotment sites. 
23/04/2026 - Attended the Audit and Risk Committee: Discussed the following: 
The external and Internal audit plans. The external audit plan set out a timetable for how the external auditors will audit the council. This will include the audit of the financial accounts, how the council provides value for money for our residents and how the council identifies and manages its strategic risks. 
The internal audit plan sets out the Council’s own strategy for audit, countering fraud. 
· The accounting policies. 
· The quarterly review of the eleven strategic risks, including the delivery of the forthcoming local plan, the winding up of the Uk Shared Prosperity Fund and the effects of the rising minimum wage on the council’s pay scales and Medium-Term Financial Strategy. 
27/04/2026 - Attended a session on the Green Belt assessment. The purpose of this was to assess which parcels of land were Grey or Green Belt. This has now been completed and will be published after the purdah period has finished. 
30/04/2026 - Attended a briefing on how each of the twenty wards across South Staffordshire are to receive £50,000 to spend on community spaces:
· This means Perton – having three wards of Lakeside, Wrottesley and East – will receive £150,000 (This has proven to be a point of confusion – It is £50,000 per ward, not per councillor). The District Councillors are discussing ideas. 
· These monies will need to be channelled through an existing community group. The district has identified Parish Councils as the ideal organisation for this. 
· The criteria for eligible projects are simple: “…to improve community physical environments, focusing on public spaces and facilities. This means that any project aiming to improve the Civic Centre, lakes, park areas or youth facilities are eligible. 
· Bids are open now. The money must be spent by 31st January 2027. 
30/04/2026 - Attended a presentation on the new waste collection arrangements. Met the waste collection team. Received a pack which will be going out with the new waste caddies. 
05/05/2026 - Attended Annual Council. Our own Cllr. Phil Davis ended his term as chairman. 
07/05/2026 - Responded to a resident concerned about the length of time works at the Edgehill Drive underpass were taking to complete. Along with other councillors, I responded that we were liaising with the County Councillor for this matter. 

Cllr Mrs P Allen, District member for Perton East.
There have been numerous meetings re the District Council finances. We are delighted to hear this week that each ward has been allocated £50k for projects, with the money to be spent by the dissolution of SSDC. We will be considering ideas together. The projects have to be controlled by the Parish Council.

As we know, there have been discussions about green belt and grey belt. We have had an online session in preparation for the new Local Plan. There will be a call for sites again soon and members should be prepared for more lobbying by developers in the future. 

David and I were pleased to support Phil and Gillian at his Civic Dinner and pleased that Kingswood Trust has benefitted from his year in office and McMillan nurses.


Other reports 
Chairman’s Report 
As I leave the office of chairman, just to say one final time, thank you for all your support over the last twelve months.
Allotment Chairman’s Report 
For members of this group, the next meeting shall be held on Thursday 18th June 2026, 3pm in the Board Room. 
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