County Councillor report April 2026 
Written report Councillor James Hodges member for Perton & Pattingham

Underpass Flooding (ref.4486606)
· Diane Furkins has let the engineer Kieran know. I rang her today and they were not aware of it yet.
· Inspector hasn’t yet visited the site. 
· It’s being passed on. 

· A41.
· Work was originally meant to be carried out on the 7th of April but there were several complications. Firstly, the traffic management was set up, but when the gulley wagon attended, they said the TM was on the incorrect side of the road and hence the work was not carried out.
· The following day they found that the Gullies on the Perton side were damaged and needed replacing. They therefore decided that the work was unsafe to be carried out and it is now being rearranged pending a new permit. 
· The Gullies that needed replacing have now been. They had to be ordered in specially as they are a non-standard size. I’m glad to see the temporary traffic lights have been removed for now. 
· While I’m disappointed that the work has not yet been done, I am hopeful that by postponing it we can do it to a better standard. My main concern is that the silt would not have been cleared in time after the work to cleanse the outfall pipes was carried out. We can now ensure that the silt is cleared at the same time as the cleansing. 
· Furthermore, they are using a Jetvac machine to clear the gullies rather than a standard gulley wagon. I am pleased this has been decided. 
· A new permit will be needed, and this will be arranged ASAP. This is a priority site, and highways are having continuous meetings about it with the relevant engineers and crews. When the work is being done, I will attend site with highways, and all parish/district councillors are welcome to come and ask questions. 
· Going forward I understand that road sweeping is a district council issue. I appreciate the work they’ve done with sweeping the top layer (as Bob Taylor told me was done on the 27th March) but obviously the silt build up requires a proper job to be raised (which County will do when they cleanse the gullies). I am concerned that it was allowed to get in this condition, Highways and district need to work together to make sure this main road through 3 counties is cleaned to the standard expected of such an important road for the people of Perton and Codsall. 

DHP meeting 25/03
· I had my DHP meeting with Mark Keeling, Diane Furkins and other senior highways officers on the 25th of March. 
· We discussed the two structural works on the 26/27 programme in my division. These are Pattingham High Street and The Parkway between the junction with Shackleton Drive and Melrose Drive. It will cover the entire area including the crossing. 
· I am very pleased that this work is being done, there are only 29 sites in the whole of Staffordshire on this so I’m very happy that 2 of them are in Perton, Pattingham and Patshull. 
· The DHP funding is now £10,000 for 2026/27. We discussed possible uses of this money. I appreciate all contributions I get from Parish and district Cllrs. Ideally, we will put in what we would like by the end of April. 
· I am leaning towards getting a permanent repair done on the 4 potholes by Edge Hill. Diane Furkins told me that this would be a good use of the DHP and we could also get other sites done at the same time while crews are in Perton. I will identify sites this week and will confirm if that is what Parish are happy with. 
· We discussed Severn Drive. I have been applying as much pressure as possible on them to look at this and Diane has said that it could be raised as a priority if the opening comes up. I would like this to be on the 27/28 structural programme, but it would require a full reconstruction due to the anti-skid so it would be very expensive. 
Community fund is opening in early May due to the elections and certain events taking place. I’ll put out a statement once it’s open. 
I was very happy to see the pothole on WRP fixed a couple of weeks ago but I’m aware more have now opened. These have been reported. I will ask if WRP could be surface dressed but I’m not sure if it can/will be. 
I had a very informative meeting with Val Chapman and Diane Furkins on HHL. We discussed the pump that is broken and the persistent flooding issues. There are only four wagons allocated to routine gulley cleansing in the whole of Staffordshire, with just 1 for South Staffordshire that also covers Cannock. One of the things they are looking at to better utilise the resources we do have is cleansing cul-de-sacs less frequently and major routes more. Regarding HHL, SCC may have an outfall pipe which is blocked, they have arranged a job to check if this is our asset. 
Since our last meeting I attended 2 full councils on the 12th and 26th March, as well as the pensions committee on the 27th March and the Planning committee on the 2nd of April. 
Ref.4480893. I have heard nothing extra yet on the work that has been arranged to sort the flooding issues by Dadnall cottages. I will update you on this next month. 
