

2025 Update on Perton’s Meadows

Background: There are five areas of Perton’s extensive green space managed as meadows. The meadows are cut annually, and the cut is removed in mid-summer to maintain low soil fertility and to discourage dominating grasses. Biodiversity has been encouraged over the years by the introduction of Yellow Rattle a semi-parasite which weakens dominating grasses and allows in other wildflowers. 

[bookmark: _Hlk207652865]Last year another semi parasitic plant Bartsia (both red & white varieties) was identified in two meadows and appeared to have been introduced naturally. In addition, over the last few years volunteers have introduced Fritillary bulbs, Ox-eye daisy cuttings and Cowslip & Devils Bit Scabious plugs.

Walks through Five Perton Meadows in 2025: Yellow Rattle, and Bartsia are now present throughout our five meadows. Bartsia was observed to be particularly prominent in the triangular meadow next the River Penk. Fritillary (both purple and white flowered) are present in all five meadows but are particularly prominent in the Lower Lake meadow. In addition, Ragged Robin (Lower Lake Meadow), & Common Toadflax (Penk Meadow) were particularly evident this year. Ox-eyed daisy, Cowslip & Devils Bit Scabious (Lower Lake Meadow) were adversely affected by the lack of rain.

Cutting of the Meadows by Street Scene Team: The cutting of the meadows in August this year by a member of the Street Scene Team using hired equipment was timely and observed skilfully undertaken. Attention was paid to a thorough removal of the cut to maintain low soil fertility and in Penk Meadow particularly a cut right up to the edge of the bramble and tree line reducing opportunities for bramble/tree creep.
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