Minutes of the meeting of Perton Parish Council, held at Perton Civic Centre on Monday 9th March 2026, 7.00pm
PRESENT:  
Councillors: Mrs P Allen, , Mrs S Beardsmore (Vice Chairman), N Caine, P Davis, K Elder, Mrs J Evans, C Evans (Chairman), D Glynn, Mrs R Heseltine, C Rathbone, and Mrs B Walters.

Parish Clerk Mrs B Hodgetts
Assistant Parish Clerk Mrs L Higgins
Members of the public – 6 
County Councillor J. Hodges
153/25	Public Open Sesson
No issues were raised by the public present.
Victor Kelly Committee Chairman of Staffordshire Parish Council Association addressed the council members.
Members were reminded of the need to confirm the election costs for 2027 as there may not be an opportunity to share costs with District Council due to the Local Government Reorganisation.
A reminder as part of the Government Reorganisation there may be potential for the transfer of assets which the SPCA can provide support in matters relating to any legal, procurement, and employment issues.  They can also assist in liaising with the District Council.  
154/25	Apologies for absence 
Apologies received and noted from Councillors from G Beard, Mrs A James, J Sargent and J Turner
155/25	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary and other interests
Declarations received as follows:
		161/25 a) Payment reference 6082 – N Caine
		161/25 f) & g) Perton Carnival – Mrs P Allen, Mrs R Heseltine and Mrs B Walters 
156/25	Code of Conduct Dispensation requests
No Dispensation requests were received.
157/25	Reports 
a) Police report – Unfortunately PCSO’s will no longer provide written reports to the Parish Council. They can still attend a meeting if they are on duty, but there is no requirement to do so.  Information is available at www.staffordshire.police.uk .  
Individual councillors should not ‘spam’ emails to their local policing team or individuals within it.  Some views/demands of parish councillors are not representing the greater council.  All communication should be directed through the Clerk or Parish Chairman. This does not apply if the correspondence related to ASB, crime or intelligence. 
A resident had contacted Councillor Mrs P Allen regarding the coaches parking on the zigzags at Perton Middle School.  Contact will be made with the PCSO’s and Middle School.  The Clerk will contact the Parking Warden to see if a visit to the area can be made. 
b) Weekly Clerks reports – previously distributed. Reports are also available on the Parish Council website.
158/25	Minutes
a) Resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th February 2026 were a true and correct record and signed by the Chairman.
b) Noted for information the draft minutes/notes of the following committees/working parties:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk207714556]Finance Committee meeting held on 3rdMarch 2026.
[bookmark: _Hlk211887025]159/25	Staffordshire County Council  A report from the County Councillor was distributed for information. Reports are available on the Parish Council website.  
160/25	South Staffordshire Council  
a) Received for information written reports from District Councillors. Reports are available on the Parish Council website.   
b) S106 – The submission request for a new facility has been rejected.  Following discussion, it was Resolved that the working party formulate a response. 
c) Planning Applications:   
[bookmark: _Hlk210036320]Planning Applications returned since last meeting:   
Application no.: 26/00076/FULHH
Location: 1 Bowen Cooke Avenue, Perton, WV6 7YG
Proposed: two storey side and single storey garage extension
Comments: Perton Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal
Application no.: 26/00112/FULHH
Location: Fernfields, Pattingham Road, Perton, WV6 7HD
Proposed: single storey rear extension, with associated landscaping works
Comments: Perton Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal
Application no.: 26/00109/FULHH
Location: 20 Wykeham Grove, Perton, WV6 7TP
Proposed: single storey rear and side extension
Comments: Perton Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal
161/25	Finance
a) [bookmark: _Hlk66453686]Paid Expenditure Transactions - Resolved payments approved.
Payment		Paid 
Reference	Date 		Tn no		Gross		Details	
DD ASH 01		02/02/26		6069			£178.32		Ash Waste Services	General Waste & Recycling Collection	
Credit card		02/02/26		6070			£466.68		Pitchcare.Com	Line marker	
Bacs 			04/02/26		6071			£29,976.00		G J Lewis and Sons	Playing Fields Hardstanding - £16569 grant 
Bacs 			05/02/26		6072			£29.74			Safety Signs 4 Less	Fire exit signage	
Bacs 			05/02/26		6073			£61.05			Amazon	Replacement Cigarette bin and safety 	
DD 				09/02/26		6074			£92.58			British Telecom	Telephone & Broadband	
Bacs			13/02/26		6075			£3,723.99		Staffordshire County 	Pension - January	Pension Fund
Bacs 			13/02/26		6076			£4,580.23		Inland Revenue	Tax & NI - December	
Bacs			17/02/26		6077			£42.00			Staffordshire Parish Council's Association  Training - Procurement	
Bacs 			17/02/26		6078			£265.00		Ace of Sprays	Pavilion Gutter Cleaning	
Bacs			17/02/26		6079			£208.80		Nemco Utilities Ltd T/A Acquiesce	Legionella Monitoring		
Bacs 			17/02/26		6080			£402.00		S G S Systems Limited	Fire alarm/emergency lights repairs	
Bacs 			17/02/26		6081			£186.00		ESPO	Cleaning Supplies	
Bacs 			17/02/26		6082			£120.00		B Osagie	Pavilion Cleaning	
Bacs 			18/02/26		6083			£99.99			Amazon	Pavilion storage container	
DD 				18/02/26		6084			£542.83		British Gas Business	Electricity	
DD 				19/02/26		6085			£124.35		Everflow Limited	Water	
CHG 			21/02/26		6086			£2.29			HSBC UK	Bank Charges	
Bacs 			23/02/26		6087			£400.00		Ditton Services	PF - Grass Cutting	
DD 				03/02/26		6088			£120.17		Waterplus	Allotment - Water	
Bacs 			27/02/26		6089			£13,160.47		Salaries	M11
Total	£54,782.49
b) Cash book to date received and noted for information.
c) Income statement to date received and noted for information.
d) Expenditure and budget to date received and noted for information. 
e) Asset Register – A copy of the assets was provided. Resolved to approve.  Members were informed that Kingswood Common is leased to the Parish Council.  As this was previously unknown it will require further investigation.   
Cllrs Mrs P Allen, Mrs R Heseltine & Mrs B Walters left the room 
f) Concessionary room rate application received from Perton Carnival Committee.  Resolved to approve hire free of charge.
g) A grant request towards the insurance for Perton Carnival has been received.  Resolved to approve the full cost of the insurance at £360.78.
Cllrs Mrs P Allen, Mrs R Heseltine & Mrs B Walters re-entered the room
h) A grant request from Staffordshire Search & Rescue has been received towards their purchase of a specialise Drone.  Resolved to approve a grant of £500.
i) Funding from Support Staffordshire supporting communities could possibly be used towards the purchase of a projector screen for the Lakeside Hall.  County Councillor Hodges also approved a submission to the Community Fund.  Following much discussion on type and cost, it was Resolved a budget up to £3,000 was agreed.  
162/25	Best Kept Village & Community Award  
a) A meeting with a representative was held to discuss how the competition works which was very helpful.
b) Resolved to submit an application for the 2026 competition.
163/25		Citizen of the Year - Resolved to run the award for 2025-26 with a closing date of 31st March 2026
164/25	Policies 
a) Fixed Asset recording and disposal – Resolved that the threshold for inclusion on the asset register be increased by £100, so that items over £250 are now recorded.
b) Sexual Harassment – Resolved that no amendments were required and that the recommended reference be added to the Employee Handbook.
c) Safeguarding, Welfare and Child Protection – Resolved to approve amendments as recommended.
a) Civility and Respect – Resolved to approve amendments as recommended. 
165/25		Allotments -  The Allotment Working Party gave an update, they advised the ‘Rulebook’ will become Terms & Conditions and the Tenancy would become a plot agreement and will only need to be signed once, the Terms and conditions will be renewed annually.  
166/25	Playing Fields and Pavilion
a) Parkrun  -  An update was received and noted. A special event, visitor tourism held on the 7th March
b) Football  -  An update was received and noted. Unfortunately, due to the weather a lot of games have been cancelled.  
c) Pavilion  
I. A brief update was received and noted.
II. Cars are parking in front of the barrier on the pavilion car park which would block access to the playing fields for any emergency services.  Resolved to purchase a ‘No Parking, Emergency Access’ sign 
III. Members were advised that repair of the pavilion stop tap is necessary to allow the installation of the TRVs already approved.  Resolved to approve the expenditure of £114.68 + VAT. 
[bookmark: _Hlk78382009][bookmark: _Hlk83115446]167/25	Date and time of next meeting – Perton Civic Centre, Board room 7pm 
					                			Full Council – 13th April 2026 
						   Annual Parish meeting – 20th April 2026 

Meeting closed at 9.25pm

Crime & Disorder Implications
Section 17 of the Crime & Disorder Act 1998, places a duty on a local authority to consider crime and disorder implications and to exercise its various functions with due regard to the likely effect of the exercise of those functions and to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder in its area.  Where relevant any decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have taken this duty of care into consideration.

Signed …………………………………………………………………               Date:   …………………………………………
Chairman	



Financial Summary - Cashbook
	Summary of receipts and payments between 01/04/25 and 31/01/26 inclusive. This may include 
	transactions with ledger dates outside this period.
	Balances at the start of the year
	Ordinary Accounts
	HSBC Current Account	£53,596.01
	Prepayment Card	£250.00
	Public Sector Deposit Fund	£161,000.00
	Total	£214,846.01
	RECEIPTS	Net	Vat	Gross
	Parish Council	£316,919.95	£0.00	£316,919.95
	Civic Centre	£71,697.00	£0.00	£71,697.00
	Allotments	£3,201.50	£0.00	£3,201.50
	Pavilion & Playing Fields	£2,629.39	£0.00	£2,629.39
	Total Receipts	£394,447.84	£0.00	£394,447.84
	PAYMENTS	Net	Vat	Gross
	Parish Council	£187,076.39	£11,428.76	£198,505.15
	Civic Centre	£132,624.16	£3,562.34	£136,186.50
	Allotments	£7,989.20	£1,261.45	£9,250.65
	Pavilion & Playing Fields	£10,528.69	£1,363.37	£11,892.06
	Total Payments	£338,218.44	£17,615.92	£355,834.36
Closing Balances 	31/01/26
Ordinary Accounts
HSBC Current Account	£12,209.49
Prepayment Card	£250.00
Public Sector Deposit Fund	£241,000.00
	£253,459.49
Total 	£253,459.49

Uncleared and Unpresented 
Statement Closing 	31/01/26
Ordinary Accounts
HSBC Current Account	£12,209.49
Prepayment Card	£250.00
Public Sector Deposit Fund	£241,000.00
Total	£253,459.49
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