


Minutes of the meeting of Perton Parish Council, held at Perton Civic Centre on Monday 8th June 2026, 7.00pm 
PRESENT:  
Councillors Mrs P Allen, G Beard, Mrs S Beardsmore (Chairman), N Caine, P Davis, K Elder, Mrs J Evans (Vice Chairman), D Glynn, Mrs R Heseltine, Mrs A James, C Rathbone, J Sargent and Mrs B Walters

Parish Clerk Mrs B Hodgetts
Deputy Clerk Mrs L HIggins

Members of the public – 2
County Councillor J. Hodges
PCSO A Tooth 
Public Open Session
The Chair of Perton Primary Academy PTFA outlined details for the funding request on the agenda.  The total cost of the Forest school project is £8,000 - £10,000 covering fencing, an all-weather canopy and a new shed with appropriate foundations.  The £490 requested will contribute towards specialist equipment required for safe outdoor learning.
PCSO A Tooth provided a verbal report:
· Anti social behaviour (ASB) – 3 (two being neighbour disputes and one involving a youth outside a residential property)  
· 2 criminal damage incidents
· One theft from motor vehicle
· One theft of a motor vehicle
Overall, the crime levels are relatively low for the period.  There are active enquiries relating to an individual suspected of multiple offences.
Members queried the process for dealing with persistent ASB involving social housing tenants.
The use of police bikes has proven effective and will be reinstated. 
26/26	Apologies for absence 
Apologies received and noted from Councillors C Evans and J Turner 
27/26	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary and other interests
No declarations of pecuniary or other interests received.
28/26	Code of conduct Dispensation requests
No requests received.
The Clerk advised members that, with effect from 29th June, the law around the publication of home addresses on the Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests is changing.  The councillor’s home address will not appear on the Register of Interests form unless they specifically request that it is included for publication.  No members indicated that they would like their address on the register. 
29/26	Reports - weekly clerks report previously distributed and available on the Parish Council website.
30/26	Minutes
a) Resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th May 2026 were a true and correct record, and signed by the Chairman.
b) Noted for information the draft minutes of the following committees/working parties:
i. HR meeting held on 20th May 2026
ii. Finance meeting held on 2nd June 2026
31/26	Staffordshire County Council 
a)	A report from the County Councillor was distributed and noted for information. Reports are available on the Parish Council website.
b) 	The report from Staffordshire Safer Roads Partnership regarding speed data forwarded for Wrottesley   Park Road was discussed.  Disappointment was expressed with the conclusion that the road does not meet the threshold for intervention, despite showing a significant number of vehicles exceeding the speed limit.
 	It is understood that a speed watch location exists near to Brownies. Resolved to draft a letter to the 	 County Councillor and MP outlining the raised concerns.
 	Further discussion highlighted that a review of the road classification as the road may no longer reflect the usage with the additional developments. 
32/26	Finance
a) [bookmark: _Hlk66453686]Paid Expenditure Transactions - Resolved to approve payments.
Payment			  Paid
Reference		  Date 	Tn no		Gross			Details 
DD ASH05		01/05/26	6152		£174.30		Ash Waste Services	Refuse and Recycling Collection
Bacs PD04		04/05/26	6153		£277.26		P Davies	Pavilion Shed Repairs
CreditCard	 	05/05/26	6154		£43.38			Signomatic	No Parking sign for pavilion barrier
CreditCard 		05/05/26	6155		£37.93			Home & Motorsave	Door Repairs
CreditCard 		05/05/26	6156		£21.50			Wickes	Door repairs
CreditCard 		05/05/26	6157		£103.50		Rawlins Paints & Coatings Superstore  Line marking paint
CreditCard 		05/05/26	6158		£19.00			Lealans Garden Centre	Plants for hanging baskets
CreditCard 		05/05/26	6159		£19.96			TFM Farm & Country Superstore	Compost for hanging baskets
CreditCard 		05/05/26	6160		£40.00			Yellow Shield	Plant liner for line marking
CreditCard 		05/05/26	6161		£146.74		Dimmingsdale Garden Centre    Plants for hanging baskets
Bacs				07/05/26	6162		£128.40		Banner Fire & Safety Limited	Water fire extinguisher & stand
Bacs 				07/05/26	6163		£282.00		Ultimate Temperature Solutions Ltd 	Boiler repairs
Bacs 				07/05/26	6164		£17.97			Amazon	Shelving unit
Bacs SGS04		07/05/26	6165		£690.00		SGS UK LTD	Asbestos Survey
Bacs SCC 		07/05/26	6166		£1,600.00		SCC	Health & Safety annual subscription
DD BT04			08/05/26	6167		£97.28			British Telecom	Telephone & Broadband
DebitCard 		12/05/26	6168		£4.20			Sainsbury's	Training course refreshments	
Devit Card			14/05/26	6169		£5.00			Sainsbury's	Curtain repairs	
Bacs SPFA		15/05/26	6170		£20.00			Staffordshire Playing Fields Association  Annual Membership
Bacs PEN04		15/05/26	6171		£3,185.75		Staffordshire County Pension Fund   Pension - April
Bacs IR04			15/05/26	6172		£4,316.77		Inland Revenue	Tax & NI - April
DD BG-Elec04a	19/05/26	6173		£60.60			British Gas Business	CC - Electricity
DD BG-Gas04a	19/05/26	6174		£435.44		British Gas Business	Gas	
DebitCard 		19/05/26	615		£49.00			South Staffordshire Council	Garden Waste Subscription
Bacs DS04/05	20/05/26	6176		£840.00		Ditton Services	Grass Cutting
DD WATER05	20/05/26	6177		£172.31		Everflow Limited	Water	
DebitCard 		20/05/26	6178		£223.20		Whitmore Reans Plumbers	Replacement taps
DD EDF04		21/05/26	6179		£128.71		EDF Energy	Pavilion - Electricity
CHG HSBC04	21/05/26	6180		£2.80			HSBC UK	Bank Charges
Bacs ESPO05	26/05/26	6181		£61.68			ESPO	Stationery & Bin bags
Bacs 				29/05/26	6182		£13,540.88	Salaries	 - May
Total  £26,745.56

b) Cash book to date received and noted for information.
c) Income statement to date received and noted for information.
d) Expenditure and budget to date received and noted for information. 
e) A grant request from Perton Primary Academy PTFA was received.  Resolved to approve £500.
f) A room hire concessionary rate for Perton First School was received. Resolved to approve the concessionary rate.
g) Members considered the provision of a dedicated computer room for councillor use.  It was noted that there is a budget for councillors to be issued with a Parish Council laptop which would better support compliance with data protection. Resolved that a dedicated computer room will not be provided.  Resolved the request for parish council laptops be considered at the next meeting.
Councillors Mrs P Allen, P Davis and Mrs R Heseltine joined the meeting. 
h) Noticeboards at Wrottesley Village and Cranmoor were considered.  Residents often feel isolated from the main parish area and a notice board would provide an important point for parish and community information. Resolved that the proposal for noticeboards be added to the next agenda with an estimated cost of no more then £2,000.  Funding may be possible through the District Council Community Fund. 
i) The hire of a skip for the caretaker work was discussed.  Resolved to hire from Wolverhampton Skips at a cost of £180 + vat 
33/26	Documents for review
HR Committee Terms of Reference were reviewed – Resolved to approve with proposed amendments. 
34/26	Allotments
a) The suggestion for paperless documentation with a charge of 10p per copy was Resolved to defer to a future meeting as per standing order 10 a) iii.
b) Resolved the following:
i) 	Constitution of the Association for Perton Jubilee Garden Allotments Representative Group.  The previous Allotments Association Constitution  is no longer appropriate.  The new constitution follows guidance from the National Allotments Society. The new association will not have any management or governance roles over the allotment site, all management remains with the Parish Council.  Resolved to adopt.
ii) 	Membership of the representative group.  Resolved to defer this item as per standing order 10 a) iii. 
iii)	Allotment Policy – Resolved to approve the amendments 
35/26	50th Anniversary of Perton Celebration
The library and Perton Primary Academy have agreed to work jointly on the celebrations. An informal working group will meet initially to discuss potential activities and identify what can be delivered.   
Councillors Mrs P Allen, K Elder, Mrs R Heseltine, A James, Mrs S Beardsmore, PCSO Tooth (when available) and County Councillor J Hodges will form the informal working group in the first instance.  
36/26	Playing Fields and Pavilion  
a) A verbal update was provided.  The thermostats for the radiators at the pavilion have been moved to a locked thermostat-controlled unit to prevent tampering. They have been set to 10 degrees and it is hoped that this will prevent any damp issues.    
The hot water heater has been repaired again.  Installation of a small immersion system at a cost of approximately £80 could be considered.  Resolved to defer item b) to gather more information as per standing order 10 a) iii.   
The caretakers will construct a shelter for the line marker and remove the football goals from pitch 1.
Future refurbishment of the goal mouths will be referred to the Playing Fields working party. 
Parkrun continues to be very successful with positive feedback.  Thanks were recorded to all of the volunteer team. The course requires 26 marshals every week.  If anyone wants to volunteer there is no commitment it could just be once or twice a year. Parkrun are now promoting ‘Lets Walk’.
There are a couple of areas that need some maintenance.  The surface of the path that runs parallel to Yew Tree Lane needs topping up and there are some overhanging branches in the woodland.  These issues will be raised with the District Council. 
b)   Pavilion over sink water heaters – deferred to gather further information.
37/26	South Staffordshire Council
a) [bookmark: _Hlk78382009][bookmark: _Hlk83115446]District Council written report presented from Cllr P Davis, Cllr C Evans and Mrs R Heseltine. A verbal report was presented by Cllr Mrs P Allen.  The reports were noted for information.  All reports are available on the parish website.
Cllr Mrs P Allen explained the Community Investment Fund and outlined some ideas that the ward members are considering supporting. These include a new heating system for the Civic Centre, disabled accessible space with outdoor exercise equipment and small car park, trim trail and benches for the playing fields.  
District Council officers have responded positively to the proposals in the first instance.  Further ideas are welcome from parish members and emphasised the need to gather ideas from residents and ensure the projects cater for all ages.  
b) An update on the S106 submission for application 25/00839/OUTM.  The working party have concluded that the proposals being considered probably did not align with s106 criteria.  
An alternative suggestion was to have a community hub using an existing building in phase 1 of the development.  Homes Plus have been contacted, they have confirmed they are willing to meet and discuss options.  Considerations that will need to be taken into account  including residents, property suitability and long term sustainable, also ensuring the hub is intended primarily as an advice centre or small meeting room and not a youth facility.    
38/26  Correspondence - Supporting the Baby Loss Week initiative was discussed.  Resolved that this was not something suitable for the Parish Council and Civic Centre, but to forward the information to the library and Reverand at The Church At Perton.
39/26 – Date and time of next meeting  – Perton Civic Centre, Board room 7pm 
Full Council Meeting of Perton Parish Council – 13th July 2026.

CONFIDENTIAL  AGENDA
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
In pursuance of the powers contained in section 1 of the above act, I move that the press and public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the business about to be transacted is of a confidential nature and that publicity will be prejudicial to the public interest.
40/26   Staffing – 
a) A review of the responsibilities of the Assistant Clerk has shown that they are equivalent to a Deputy Clerk role.   Resolved to upgrade the contract to Deputy Clerk.  The job description will be updated to reflect existing duties and formalise delegated authority.  The pay scale will be increase to SCP24. Changes to take effect immediately.
 There is no change to the core hours of 30 per week but any hours worked in the Clerks absence over 30 will be paid through payroll. 
b) Flexible working requests have been received from the Parish Clerk.  Resolved to approve the requests as outlined.  Also to approve the early start/finish arrangements as proposed.
Additionally, it was agreed that a full review of staff pay scales be undertaken by the HR Committee to ensure parity and compliance with national pay scale changes including the removal of SCP2.  The review will be reported back to Full Council no later than October to enable precept planning. 


Crime & Disorder Implications
Section 17 of the Crime & Disorder Act 1998, places a duty on a local authority to consider crime and disorder implications and to exercise its various functions with due regard to the likely effect of the exercise of those functions and to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder in its area.  Where relevant any decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have taken this duty of care into consideration.
Meeting closed at 8.52pm




Signed …………………………………………………………………               Date:   …………………………………………
Chairman	



Financial Summary - Cashbook
	Summary of receipts and payments between 01/04/25 and 31/05/25 inclusive. This may include 
	transactions with ledger dates outside this period.
	Balances at the start of the year
	Ordinary Accounts
	HSBC Current Account	£53,596.01
	Prepayment Card	£250.00
	Public Sector Deposit Fund	£161,000.00
	Total	£214,846.01

	RECEIPTS	Net	Vat	Gross
	Parish Council	£157,867.40	£0.00	£157,867.40
	Civic Centre	£14,345.69	£0.00	£14,345.69
	Allotments	£3,035.00	£0.00	£3,035.00
	Pavilion & Playing Fields	£575.50	£0.00	£575.50
	Total Receipts	£175,823.59	£0.00	£175,823.59
	PAYMENTS	Net	Vat	Gross
	Parish Council	£39,987.70	£2,862.60	£42,850.30
	Civic Centre	£35,413.75	£577.68	£35,991.43
	Allotments	£1,292.32	£246.26	£1,538.58
	Pavilion & Playing Fields	£3,912.77	£397.95	£4,310.72
	Total Payments	£80,606.54	£4,084.49	£84,691.03


Closing 
Ordinary Accounts
HSBC Current Account	£9,728.57
Prepayment Card	£250.00
Public Sector Deposit Fund	£296,000.00
	£305,978.57
Total	£305,978.57


Uncleared and Unpresented 

Statement Closing 
Ordinary Accounts
HSBC Current Account	£9,728.57
Prepayment Card	£250.00
Public Sector Deposit Fund	£296,000.00
Total																											£305,978.57
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