


Minutes of the meeting of Perton Parish Council, held at Perton Civic Centre on Thursday 2nd July 2026, 7.00pm
PRESENT:  
Councillors Mrs P Allen, Mrs S Beardsmore (Chairman), C Evans, P Davis, K Elder, Mrs J Evans (Vice Chairman), D Glynn and Mrs R Heseltine.


Parish Clerk Mrs B Hodgetts

Public Open Session
No members of the public present 
41/26	Apologies for absence 
Apologies received and noted from Councillors N Caine and Mrs B Walters 
42/26	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary and other interests
No declarations of pecuniary or other interests received.
43/26	Code of conduct Dispensation requests
No requests received.
44/26	District Council Community Fund -  the following projects have been proposed for funding.
Civic Centre:
· Heating system -  This will be addressed at item 45/26 below.
· Flooring in foyer and corridors and Kitchen.  Two quotes have been received totalling £12,394.87 and £16,250 both plus vat. Other companies contacted have not responded.
· Stage curtains.  Two quotes received for the new fire proof stage curtains is £1,752 for supply only,  and supply and fit £4,278.  The clerk to look into using the ESPO Framework to find other suppliers.
· Stage lighting and sound system – It is proposed to invest in a simpler sound system as the current one can be very complicated.  LED stage lighting to be researched.
· Projector and screen for the stage – the clerk is waiting for a response from one company but will also look into the ESPO Framework to see if there are any suppliers suitable.
· Microphones  - the cost for microphones for the boardroom is £1,095+ vat.
The cost for these is estimated to be just under £18,000 excluding the heating installation costs.
Central area:
· To clear some of the shrubbery and create some hard landscaping with possible resin surfaces, although this is quite costly.  To approach three contractors to gather costs.
· Create a memorial area to include some steel or similar artwork, Obelisk-style feature for Princess Irene Brigade.  This could have an engraved map of the runways.  
· Circular bench around a tree.
Noticeboards
Two boards are proposed for Wrottesley Village once it has been adopted by the District Council.  New and replacement boards for Kingswood Common, Barn Lane Kingswood and Bridgnorth Road Trescott. 
Percys garden
The area is overgrown; it needs some of the plants removing and just leave the viable ones.  The stone snake   needs some attention; it may need another coat of varnish.
Benches – parish wide
The benches will be recycled plastic bottles at a cost per bench of £360 + fixing kits.  It is proposed to order between 10-12 benches which could be located around the Parkway, Gainsborough Field, Mercia Drive green space, playing fields and central area.
There is a licensing issue if placed on County Council land therefore they will be placed on District Council land where possible.
Disabled exercise space
The proposal is to site some disabled multi gym equipment with a small car park off Gainsborough Drive in a section of green space.  
This is likely to be deferred due to the flooding works proposed by the County Council.
Trim Trail
The proposed site is the Gainsborough field.  There is concerns regarding visibility and impact on the landscape.  A pre application could be submitted which would allow nearby residents have the chance to oppose the proposal.  The cost would be approximately £10,000.  
Rope Tower (Play area)
A 5 metre rope tower is the preferred height.  The estimated cost is £12,000 excluding installation.  There are cheaper alternatives but were considered unsuitable.  The could be sited in the fenced area with the play wall.
Playground surfacing
The current rubber safety surface is deteriorating and patching is no longer viable in some areas.
To look at the options for full resurfacing of some areas.

BMX track
An informal track in the woodland has been created, the proposal is to clear the area to make is safer for the young people using it. 
It is anticipated a district contractor could complete this in one day.
CCTV at the Pavilion
There are two options for CCTV suggested by the District Council.  It is suggested that the quality is acceptable for evidential use.  It does require Wi-Fi to be available.  Options to be investigated further.
Community Transport
The proposal is to contribute to the purchase of a new community minibus with a paid driver that could operate a fixed circuit to Pattingham-Perton-Bilbrook-Codsall which would support older residents accessing the Hub and those without their own transport
Resolved all of the projects to be costed and prioritised for submission to the Community fund.
45/26		Civic Centre heating 
[bookmark: _Hlk78382009][bookmark: _Hlk83115446]Following the tender process, it was recognised that further specification was required.  Resolved to appoint Entrust to rerun the process and manage the process from specification, review the tenders from the County Council Framework, and manage the works.  The fee charged is 11% of the project cost.
46/26    Date and time of next meeting  – Perton Civic Centre, Board room 7pm 
Full Council Meeting of Perton Parish Council – 13th July 2026.
CONFIDENTIAL  AGENDA
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960
In pursuance of the powers contained in section 1 of the above act, I move that the press and public be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that the business about to be transacted is of a confidential nature and that publicity will be prejudicial to the public interest.
47/26   Staffing 
a) Cover for sick leave.  Following advice from the SPCA the council can appoint a temporary member of staff to cover sick leave.  Resolved to appoint for temporary sickness cover.  
b) HR advice and support.  It was agreed that additional HR advice was required for an ongoing issue.  Resolved to appoint Thrive HR at £300 per day.  They will manage the meetings, action plan and documentation.  It was also agreed that further, broader ongoing HR support with legal protection should be considered.  Resolved to be included in the parish council meeting on 13th July 2026
c) Occupational Health Service referral.  It was Resolved not to refer again until a full diagnosis was made. 


Crime & Disorder Implications
Section 17 of the Crime & Disorder Act 1998, places a duty on a local authority to consider crime and disorder implications and to exercise its various functions with due regard to the likely effect of the exercise of those functions and to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder in its area.  Where relevant any decisions made at the Parish Council meeting have taken this duty of care into consideration.
Meeting closed at 9.32pm




Signed …………………………………………………………………               Date:   …………………………………………
Chairman	
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