


Minutes of the Annual Parish meeting 
held on Monday 28th April 2025 at 7.00pm

PRESENT:  
Councillor P Davis (Chairman of Parish Council )
Parish Clerk Mrs B Hodgetts
Assistant Parish Clerk Mrs L Higgins  
23 members of the public 
WELCOME BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The Chairman welcomed everyone present. 
1	MINUTES
Resolved that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 22nd April 2024 were a true and accurate record.
2	CITIZEN OF THE YEAR AWARD 2024-25
This year three awards were presented.
Mrs S Horrobin volunteers for the Perton Kingsway Foodbank and delivers every week to residents in Perton and the surrounding villages on a weekly basis.
Mrs D Laird and Mrs A Taylor have helped the Parish Council with litter picking, painting bus shelters and clearing weeds in the central area.
It was agreed all three were very worthy winners and were presented with a bouquet and an engraved plaque.
3	PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk102484662][bookmark: _Hlk102484742]The past year has been one of the busiest and most productive since I was first elected to the Parish Council.
It has been a successful first year for the Jubilee allotments. After so many years waiting for the site we now have the most sought-after Allotment site in the district. With 32 quarter plots, 43 half plots and 8 raised beds.
The site was officially opened to tenants on Good Friday 2024 so I must congratulate everyone involved not least the tenants for making the site what it is today.
The Pavillion has undergone an extensive refurbishment. The ceiling has been replaced in the long room and the whole building redecorated. The compound has had a number of years of rubbish removed and has been completely resurfaced with gravel. In the near future a new set of gates will be installed allowing easy access to the playing fields.
Drainage work has taken place on the playing fields which will help to improve the drainage in wetter weather thus allowing more football matches to be played.
The Council has received an amount of funding this year totalling £180,000 this was made up of  S106 from the Wrottesley village development, UK Prosperity fund and Enovert for solar panels on the civic centre. 
Allotment benches have been provided along with similar items for the playing fields area.
Solar panels have been installed at the Civic Centre
A new” Lest we forget “bench has been acquired along with the airfield Lectern and the Princess Irene Brigade Memorial stone has been Installed.
The Budget for the next financial year was £555,550 and the Precept request for 2025/26 was £264,705.
The agreed Precept requirement shows an increase of 4.81% with the annual charge of £75. This equates to an increase of £3.44 per annum based on a Band D property.
The village had a successful year in the BKV being the winner of the CPRE Environmental award including £150.
Perton was Commended in the large village category and two pupils from Perton Primary Academy were also worthy winners for the posters they created.
The Parish Council achieved a Silver award which recognises it as a Council that excels in governance, community engagement and continuous improvement. Shown by going beyond mere legal obligations. “Perton Parish Council emerges as a leader within the community and has been shown to consistently seek opportunities to enhance and develop further.”
I would like to thank everyone for their hard work in making this such a pleasing report to present. 
In particular many thanks to Becky and Louise for their input throughout the year.
4	PRESENTATIONS FROM COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS
Perton Kingsway Foodbank: verbal report
For 2024 the number of food parcels that were delivered were as follows:
	Perton 227 
	Bilbrook 38 
Codsall 42 
To date from January to mid April, there have been 42 to Perton, 10 to Bilbrook and 5 to Codsall, although there were six weeks when parcels were unable to be delivered,
Café 29 had the busiest period so far at Easter with 288 children’s meals for £1 were provided.  This scheme is helping many vulnerable families.
Sam and her husband try to help out where they can with emergency food support. 
Perton Primary Academy PTFA – verbal report
The Primary Academy has installed a library cabin in their grounds to replace a tiny library in the building
Many of the books needed replacing and after a visit from two Parish Councillors it was suggested that we apply for funding for new books.  The Parish Council agreed to fund £700 for books.
The books that have been chosen will be appealing to children from pre-school to age 9.  They include books to help develop resilience and a growth mindset.
The English lead has chosen sets of books about kindness, families, bereavement and loss.  
There is also a set of books on community, including picture books, longer texts and non-fiction books.  
A set of books on neuro and physical diversity will also help the children in today’s world as will books on non stereotype gender roles.
These sets of books total £995 and the PTFA are very grateful for the Parish Council’s donation towards the total.
The PTFA held a sponsored read and a sponsored ‘Share a book’ for the younger children over the February half term holiday.  The children raised £1,128 which has been used to buy seating and bookshelf units with £400 from our funds.  We plan to make this an annual event which will always fund books or equipment for the library cabin and encourage reading.  
The school are opening the library cabin on Friday 9th May at 2pm and would like to invite representatives of the Parish Council.


FC Perton u14’s – written report
We received a £500 grant from Perton Parish Council for our u14’s football team this year.
This money has really helped us as a team as it has contributed towards our winter training facilities but it has also enabled us to provide coats to the kids that were not able to afford to purchase them so this makes sure that they have a winter coat for the club but they can also wear it for school or even general outings.
Without this money we would not have been able to help with that or provide basic equipment that the lads need to train.

Perton Library – written report
Perton Parish Council granted Perton Library a sum of £200 towards covering the costs of an exhibitor at last years History Fair at the Library on 12th October.
The grant was gratefully received and, alongside some funding from the Friends of Perton Library and the County Council Community Fund, contributed to the costs of 4 immersive Lego workshops from an organisation called ‘Bricks McGee’. They offered 4 workshops across the day, on a different historic period – Romans, Vikings and Victorians, with links to Curriculum work in History and STEM
It was a resounding success with almost six hundred people attending.  More than Twenty-one partner organisations, local groups and societies took part, sharing their expert knowledge and enthusiasm with local families who attended.
As well as funded workshops children were able to take the opportunity to get ‘hands on history’ with organisations including Boscobel House (English Heritage), Moseley Old Hall (National Trust), The Western Front Association, stone age artifacts with ‘Traders and Raiders’, ‘Kill or cure’ medicine in  time with ‘The Wise Woman’ and mining heritage with Apedale Heritage Centre.
Also participating were the Museum of Wolverhampton and South Staffordshire Community Forest services – ‘Maths Master’s in History, The Lace Guild, Midland Ancestors , Albrighton & District Historical Society, Friends of Wolverhampton Archives, Wolverhampton Archaeology Group, local author Margaret Heath with her book Brewood Grammar School, Headmaster’s making history, 1547 – 1875.
The public were entertained throughout the day by the Staffordshire Shakespeare Group with extracts from Shakespeare’s plays.
We received some fantastic feedback
“A lovely, friendly event.  Having the Lego workshops and trail helped to encourage families to attend”
“Well organised event.  Helpful library staff provided good support.  Good opportunity to share information to visitors”
“A thoroughly enjoyable and informative event”
“Excellent event.  Friendly, positive staff/volunteers.  Displays run by knowledgeable exhibitors”
“Very enjoyable day.  Well organised.  The exhibitors were very interesting”
5	WASTE SAVVY STAFFORDSHIRE 
A presentation was given by Gemma Wall, Waste Minimisation Project Officer.  

The TechCycle scheme began in November 2023, over 15,000 items have been reused or recycled. Working with Free IT Stafford who repair laptops and desk tops, they are then gifted to the community. Any items which are beyond repair are collected by EEE4 who strip and save all possible components. They channel the proceeds into training and employment initiatives for individuals grappling with mental health challenges or physical disabilities.
MediCycle - started in March 2024 and so far over 750 items have been saved for reuse working with Grace Cares in Lichfield. We’ve now launched the next step in saving more equipment by joining up with Medequip. Residents can now drop off any loaned equipment to the Recycling Centres and we will ensure they get back to Medequip.

PaintCycle - It’s been a year since the launch of Paintcycle. Any full and part used paint is available free of charge for any residents and community groups. Over 45,000 litres of paint has been taken so far!
Charity Re-use - From September 2024, they are working with more charities and community groups, focusing on promoting the charity containers on site as a local drop off point for residents, for local community groups and charities to make use of the items. So far, 82 groups have signed up to obtain items.
Rescue Me – The first pop up shop was launched in November, working with Moorlands Repair Cafe who kindly allowed us to share their space. Items were collected from the charity container at Leek Recycling Centre and a stall set up at Foxlowe Arts Centre, working in partnership with Leek Food Bank which raised a huge £224.64.
Future Projects – Bike donation and repair and Green Libraries Month
Unfortunately, the Staffordshire County Council website is not suitable for advertising the pop up shops.  There is a need to get the information out not just on Facebook.
There needs to be more communication between organisations and departments within the County Council.

6	DISCUSSION
There are ongoing concerns regarding antisocial behavior, littering, and fires, particularly around bank holidays. These incidents often occur when PCSOs are not present.
The council could look at having litter wardens working on bank holidays and give time of in Lieu.
There is glass on the Sainsburys car park pedestrian walkway. Caretakers will be asked to clear it up.
There will not be a police presence at the Carnival, this is very disappointing.  It was suggested that the Police Cadets could attend but not sure if this will happen. 
All those present were invited to stay for light refreshments.


Meeting closed 8.02pm 




Signed   .......................................................     Date .........................
Chairman
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